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 In the British Isles early Christianity was either of Celtic origin, 

brought from Ireland to Iona then  spread through Northern 
England and Scotland by people such as Aidan and Columba, or 

the Roman or Latin version which was predominant in the south 
of the England, brought by St Augustine to Kent at the behest of 

Pope Gregory 
 Things came to a head in 663 when the Northumbrian King, 

Oswiu, began Lent and celebrated Easter a week earlier than his 
wife, Queen Enfleda, who had been brought up in the Roman 

version of Christianity in Kent 
 In 664 the Synod of Whitby was convened to sort this out and it 

was decided to follow the Roman way of Christianity 

 The Roman version of Christianity continued as the state religion 
in England until 1534 

 

The Reformation 

 Henry VIII wanted an annulment of his marriage from Katherine 

of Aragon, because she could not provide the son and heir that 

Henry wanted to continue the Tudor dynasty 
 The Pope would not grant an annulment or divorce, so Henry 

broke from the Church in Rome and declared himself head of the 
Church in England enacted in the Act of Supremacy - schism 

 Monasteries and religious orders were all dissolved. Abbey, 
monastery and priory buildings and holdings were confiscated 

and sold off to the highest bidder. Some became private houses, 
others were stripped of roofs and allowed to rot.  

 Henry did not personally adopt Protestant doctrine and liturgy, 
but he did allow Protestant practices, so long as adherents 

supported his break with Rome 



 

 One of the most important reforms during this time was the 

introduction of registers for the recording of baptisms, marriages 
and burials in 1538 

Edward VI - 1547 – 1553 

 

 During the time of Edward VI, the Church in England became 

more Protestant 
 The Latin Mass was replaced by the Book of Common Prayer and 

art and statues in churches were destroyed. 
 Attendance at Church of England (Protestant) services was 

compulsory – Act of Uniformity 
 Any surviving Catholic practices, such as the public saying of the 

prayers to the Virgin Mary (Salve Regina), were ended 

Mary I  - 1553 - 1558 

 

 Mary was determined to take the whole of England back to the 

Roman Catholic faith 
 She married Philip II of Spain, who was an equally strong 

Catholic 



 

Elizabeth I - 1558 - 1603 

 

 The Act of Supremacy in 1558 aimed to abolish the authority of 

any foreign prince, particularly the Pope, in England 
 In 1559, Elizabeth established the Church of England as 

doctrinally different from the Church in Rome - heresy 
 The Oath of Supremacy said that anyone taking public or church 

office in England had to swear allegiance to the monarch as 
Supreme Governor of the Church of England. Failure to do so was 

a crime, but it did not become treason until 1562 when a second 

refusal to take the oath was deemed treasonable 
 In 1563 the death penalty was imposed on priests who said Mass 

 Defenders of Roman Catholicism were liable to have their 
property confiscated by the authorities 

 During the first years of Elizabeth’s reign, there was relative 
leniency towards Catholics if they kept their religion secret and 

still attended the local Protestant parish church 
 However, in 1570, Pope Pius V issued a bull declaring Elizabeth 

was not a rightful queen and should be deposed, 
excommunicated her and any who obeyed her, and also obliged 

all Catholics to try to overthrow her 
 Because of this bull, as well as attempts to put Mary, Queen of 

Scots on the English throne and the Spanish Armada, attitudes in 
the English government hardened against Catholics and penalties 

were more rigorously enforced. 

 After 1581 the celebration of the Mass was prohibited under 
penalty of a fine of 100 marks and a years imprisonment for 

those hearing Mass. The penalty for non-attendance at the Parish 
Church was £20 a month or imprisonment until the fine was paid 



 

 There are records of people, mainly Roman Catholics, who 

refused to conform to Anglicanism – recusancy rolls – TNA 
 Recusancy became an indictable offence after 1581 so recusants 

often appear in Sessions records and Assize Court records 
 Between 1581 and 1592, recusancy became a matter for the 

Exchequer so details of convicted, property-owning Catholics 
appear in the Pipe Rolls at TNA 

 These also contain accounts of fines and forfeitures of lands  
under the recusancy acts 

 After 1592 Recusant Rolls were created which could also include 
the names of Protestant dissenters 

 1585 saw the ‘Act against Jesuits, seminary priests and other 

such disobedient persons’ enacted which made it high treason for 
any Jesuit or seminary priest to be in England at all.  

 After the Spanish Armada, recusants were barred from buying 
and selling land. The £20 a month fine for non-attendance at an 

Anglican service accumulated until the recusant conformed. If 
they didn’t, their goods and two thirds of their lands could be 

seized.  
 Local quarter sessions records should provide details of fines 
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After Elizabeth 

 During the reign of James I (1603 – 1625), the government was 

more tolerant to all non-conformists/recusants, but this changed 
after the Gunpowder Plot was discovered 

 After 1625 all non-conformists paid a double rate of taxation. 

These records can be found in the Lay Subsidy Rolls 
 After the Restoration of the monarchy in 1660, the Clarendon 

Code, a series of four acts, were enacted to settle the religious 
differences of the Restoration and support the Church of England 

 The Five Mile Act became law in 1665. Catholic and Protestant 
non-conformist ministers were forbidden from living within five 

miles of a town, or of visiting it or any other place where they 
had preached 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Recusants Roll – 1628 

 



 

 

 

 



 

James II 

 James II had become a Catholic in 1668-1669.  

 He built a new Catholic church in London for himself and 
members of his Court 

 In 1685 the Pope appointed John Leyburn as Vicar Apostolic to 
England and Wales 

 He confirmed around 20,000 Papists, mainly in the North of 
England 

 James II became very unpopular because of his Catholicism and, 
after a coup by Protestants, he went into exile in 1689 



 

 

William and Mary 
Anne 

 The Toleration Act allowed concessions to non-conformists but 

not to Papists 
 The Bill of Rights excluded Catholics from the royal succession 

 All holders of public office had to sign a pledge known as the 
Solemn Association which was a pledge of loyalty to the king and 

support for the succession 



 

 The Act of Succession in 1701established the royal line through 

Sophia, Electress of Hanover and barred any Catholic or anyone 
married to a Catholic to accede to the  throne 

 1705 – 1706 Returns of Papists - these are deposited in the 
Houses of Parliament Archives 

 

 

 Between 1688 and the early 19th century, Catholic civil rights 

were practically non-existent. Their right to own property or 
inherit land was limited, they had to pay special taxes, they were 

not allowed to send their children abroad for a Catholic 



 

education, they couldn’t vote, they couldn’t join the Army or the 

Navy, they couldn’t be MPs or JPs and priests were liable to be 
imprisoned 

The Georgians 

 After the Jacobite Rebellion of 1715 everyone over the age of 18, 

including women, was compelled to take the Oath of Allegiance. 
Lists of those who signed, or didn’t sign, are usually found in the 

local Quarter Sessions records 

 In 1715 and 1717 Roman Catholics were required to register 
their names and estates at the Quarter Sessions if they would 

not swear allegiance to the Crown and the Church of England 
 Those who refused both to register and to appear at the Quarter 

Sessions had their property confiscated. Forfeiture was handled 
by the Forfeited Estates Commission whose close rolls are held at 

TNA 

 



 

 

 



 

 1754 – Lord Hardwicke’s Marriage Act made it illegal to marry in 

any church other than the local Anglican Parish Church, except 
for Jews and Quakers 

 Many Catholics were also married by a Catholic priest at the 
same time. 

 1780 – Catholic Relief Act – this Act allowed Catholics to own and 
inherit property and removed the punishment of perpetual 

imprisonment for practising their religion. It also allowed 
Catholics to join the Army 

 1791 – Catholic Relief Act – this allowed Catholic clergy, chapels, 
schools and teachers to be registered with the Justices of the 

Peace 

 



 

  

Lulworth Castle Chapel 



 

 

Stoneyhurst Catholic College 

 

 

 

 



 

Victoria 

 In 1837 civil registration was introduced in England and Wales.  

 All religious denominations were allowed to hold legal marriages 
within their churches as long as a registrar attended and were 

able to keep their own registers 
 Registers are still with most Catholic priests because they use the 

baptism registers particularly to note first communions, 
confirmation and marriages 

 Irish immigrants boosted the number of Catholics in the country 
 1850 – Dioceses were established and Bishops restored 

20th century 

 1919 – Establishment of Catholic parishes in England and Wales 
 Please note – before 1778 most registers were not kept by 

priests – if they were sent to trial, the registers could be used as 
evidence against themselves and their congregation 
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History 

1534 

England remained a Catholic country until 1534, when it first officially 

separated from Rome during the reign of King Henry VIII. In response to the 
Pope's refusal to annul Henry's marriage to Catherine of Aragon, Parliament 

denied the Pope's authority over the English Church, made the king Head of 
the Church in England, and dissolved the monasteries and religious orders in 
England. 

Henry did not himself accept Protestant innovations in doctrine or liturgy – 
but he extended toleration, and even promotion, to clergy with Protestant 

sympathies in return for support for his break with Rome. On the other hand, 
failure to accept this break, particularly by prominent persons in church and 
state, was regarded by Henry as treason, resulting in the execution 

of Thomas More, former Lord Chancellor, and John Fisher, Bishop of 
Rochester, among others.  

1536-41 

In 1536-41 Henry VIII engaged in a large-scale Dissolution of the 
Monasteries, which controlled most of the wealth of the church, and much of 

the richest land. He disbanded monasteries, priories, convents and friaries in 
England, Wales and Ireland, appropriated their income, disposed of their 
assets, and provided pensions for the former residents. He did not turn these 

properties over to a Protestant Church of England (which indeed did not yet 
exist): they were sold, mostly to pay for the wars.  

Nevertheless, Henry maintained a strong preference for traditional Catholic 
practices and, during his reign, Protestant reformers were unable to make 
many changes to the practices of the Church of England. Indeed, this part of 

Henry's reign saw the trial for heresy of Protestants as well as Catholics. 

1538 

Parish registers were formally introduced in England on 5 September 1538 

following the split with Rome, when Thomas Cromwell, minister to Henry VIII, 
issued an injunction requiring the registers of baptisms, marriages and burials 

to be kept. However, this order had nothing to do with religious doctrine or 
the papacy and rather indicated the desire of the central government to have 
full knowledge of the population of the country. The book was to be kept in a 

"sure coffer" with two locks and keys. A fine of 3 sols, 4 deniers was to be 
levied for failure to comply. Many parishes ignored this order as it was 

commonly thought that it presaged a further tax. 

1547-53 

The 1547 to 1553 reign of the boy King Edward VI saw the Church of England 
become more influenced by Protestantism in its faith and worship, with the 

(Latin) Mass replaced by the (English) Book of Common Prayer, 
representational art and statues in church buildings destroyed, and Catholic 

practices which had survived during Henry's reign, for instance the public 
saying of prayers to the Virgin Mary such as the Salve Regina, ended. 
1552 

Second Act of Uniformity. Attendance at Church of England services made 
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compulsory. 

1553-58 

The institutional Church in England returned to Catholic practice during the 
reign of the Catholic Queen Mary I from 1553 to 1558. Mary was determined 
to bring back the whole of England to the Catholic faith. This aim was not 

necessarily at odds with the feeling of a large section of the populace 

1558 

Elizabeth's first act was to reverse her sister's re-establishment of Catholicism 

by Acts of Supremacy and Uniformity. The Act of Supremacy of 1558 made it 
a crime to assert the authority of any foreign prince, prelate, or other 

authority, and was aimed at abolishing the authority of the Pope in England. 
A third offence was high treason, punishable by death. The Oath of 
Supremacy, imposed by the Act of Supremacy 1558, provided for any person 

taking public or church office in England to swear allegiance to the monarch 
as Supreme Governor of the Church of England. Failure to so swear was a 

crime, although it did not become treason until 1562, when the Supremacy 
of the Crown Act 1562[32]made a second offence of refusing to take the 
oath treason. 

1559-1569 

BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER and THIRTY-NINE ARTICLES. Elizabeth established 

Church of England as doctrinally different from Rome (heresy). 

1563 

The death penalty was imposed on priests who said mass. It was also 
forbidden to defend papal supremacy and those that did, were liable to have 

their property seized by the authorities. 

 

1570 

However, during the first years of her reign there was relative leniency 
towards Catholics who were willing to keep their religion private, especially if 
they were prepared to continue to attend their parish churches. At first many 

English Catholics did in fact worship with their Protestant neighbours, at least 
until this was formally forbidden by Pope Pius V's 1570 bull, Regnans in 

Excelsis, which also declared that Elizabeth was not a rightful queen and 
should be deposed, formally excommunicated her and any who obeyed her 
and obliged all Catholics to attempt to overthrow her. 

1581 

In response, the "Act to retain the Queen's Majesty's subjects in their 
obedience", passed in 1581, made it high treason to reconcile anyone or to 

be reconciled to "the Romish religion", or to procure or publish any papal Bull 
or writing whatsoever. The celebration of mass was prohibited under penalty 
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of a fine of two hundred marks and imprisonment for one year for the 

celebrant, and a fine of one hundred marks and the same imprisonment for 
those who heard the Mass. This act also increased the penalty for not 
attending the Anglican service to the sum of twenty pounds a month, or 

imprisonment till the fine be paid, or till the offender went to the Protestant 
Church. A further penalty of ten pounds a month was inflicted on anyone 

keeping a schoolmaster who did not attend the Protestant service. The 
schoolmaster himself was to be imprisoned for one year. 
Records of books containing the names of people, mainly Roman Catholics, 

who refused to conform to the Anglican doctrine. The so called recusancy rolls 
are arranged by county and recorded the punishments and fines of those who 

refused to conform to the Anglican doctrine. 
 
After 1581, recusancy became an indictable offence, so recusants often 

appear in Session records and Assize Courts records. Any fines levied were 
recorded in the Pipe Rolls. Between 1581 and 1592 recusancy became a 

matter for the Exchequer, so between 1581 and 1592 details of convicted 
property owning Catholic recusants appear in the Pipe Rolls (E 372). Pipe 
Rolls also contain the accounts of fines and forfeitures of lands collected 

under the recusancy acts. In some instances fines were collected by the 
churchwarden. 

 
After 1592 a separate series of rolls called Recusant Rolls was created which 
continued until 1691 (previously recusancy was recorded in the Pipe Rolls). 

The Rolls could include other dissenters or nonconformists and show the fines 
and property or land surrendered by the accused. Look for recusants named 

in Estreat Rolls (Exchequer) following the fictitious Popish Plot of 1678. The 
Memoranda Rolls, 1217-1835, includes records of seizure of recusants' lands. 

Most documents are in abbreviated Latin. 
 
The period of Roman Catholic persecution is often referred to as the 'Penal 

Times' and lasted from 1534 to 1778. Throughout these years Catholics and 
other nonconformists suffered varying degrees of persecution which 

generated useful genealogical records. Although the measures were often 
harsh, many anti-Catholic laws were not always strictly enforced. After the 
restoration of Charles II in 1660 Protestant recusants became known as 

nonconformists. 

1585 

The climax of Elizabeth's persecution of Catholics was reached in 1585 by the 

"Act against Jesuits, Seminary priests and other such like disobedient 
persons". This statute, under which most of the English Catholic martyrs were 

executed, made it high treason for any Jesuit or any seminary priest to be in 
England at all, and felony for any one to harbour or relieve them. 

1587 

Mistrust of Catholics worsened after the attempted invasion of England by the 

Spanish Armada eventually repulsed by forces under the command of Sir 
Francis Drake. Recusants were barred from buying and selling land. The £20 

per month fine for non-attendance at an Anglican service was stiffened and 
now accumulated until the recusant conformed. If the recusant still refused, 
his goods and two-thirds of his land could be seized. Local quarter session 
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papers and pipe rolls should provide details of the fines. 

1597 

In 1597, both Queen and Convocation reaffirmed the injunction, adding that 
the registers were of ‘permagnus usus’ and must be kept in books of 
parchment leaves. Previous records (most found in a less durable form) had 

to be copied into the new books and copies of each year’s entries had to be 
sent to the bishop’s registrar. The parish clerk was paid to copy the old 

records into a new parchment book in order to keep the record up to date. 

1603-25 

The reign of James I (1603–1625) was marked by a measure of tolerance, 

though less so after the discovery of the Gunpowder Plot conspiracy (1605) 

1625 

Catholics forced to pay a double rate of taxation. Tax records can be found in 

Lay Subsidy Rolls and Catholics and other nonconformists should be 
recognisable as they paid a double rate. 
 

1660-85 

The restoration of the monarchy under Charles II (1660–85) also saw the 
restoration of a Catholic-influenced court like his father's. However, although 

Charles himself had Catholic leanings, he was first and foremost a pragmatist 
and realised the vast majority of public opinion in England was strongly anti-

Catholic, so he agreed to laws such as the Test Act requiring any appointee to 
any public office or member of Parliament to deny Catholic beliefs such 
as transubstantiation. As far as possible, however, he maintained tacit 

tolerance. Like his father, he married a Catholic, Catherine of Braganza. (He 
would become Catholic himself on his deathbed). 

1661-1665 

The CLARENDON CODE was a series of four acts designed to settle the religious 

problems of the Restoration, and support the Church of England. 

1665 

The Five-Mile Act. Nonconformist and Catholic ministers were forbidden to 
live or visit within five miles of a town or any other place where they had 

preached. 

1668-69 

Charles' brother and heir James, Duke of York (later James II) converted to 

Catholicism in 1668–1669. When  

1673 

Between the 16th and 19th centuries various groups of people, from justices 
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of the peace and church ministers to merchants, lawyers and members of the 

royal household, were required to swear oaths of loyalty to the Crown and the 
Church of England. 
None can be said to include a majority of the population. 

It cannot be assumed that all who were intended to subscribe did so. 
Records from a pledge of loyalty (Solemn Association) to the king and 

support of the succession signed by all holders of public office such as MPs, 
freeman, military and civil officers of the crown, gentry. The clergy also 
signed the pledge but were recorded in separate rolls. The need for a pledge 

of loyalty arose following an assassination attempt by Catholic Jacobites on 
William III in 1695. This followed the seizure of the throne by the Protestant 

William III from the Roman Catholic James II in 1688 (Glorious Revolution). 
 
The records are arranged county by county and then sometimes by the 

hundred or borough.  
 

Those that signed were likely to have been wealthy, landowning people, 
although in some cases the entire population of male householders signed the 
oath. Oaths were taken at the Chancery or King's Bench courts or at 

the Quarter Sessions. Defaulters were sometimes listed and some rolls exist 
from overseas. No material survives for Scotland or Ireland but rolls exist for 

some overseas territories and colonies. 

1678 

Titus Oates in 1678 alleged a (totally imaginary) 'Popish Plot' to assassinate 

Charles and put James in his place, he unleashed a wave of Parliamentary 
and public hysteria which led to anti-Catholic purges, and another wave of 
sectarian persecution, which Charles was either unable or unwilling to 

prevent. Throughout the early 1680s the Whig element in Parliament 
attempted to remove James as successor to the throne. Their failure saw 

James become, in 1685, Britain's first openly Catholic monarch since Mary 
I (and last to date). He promised religious toleration for Catholic and 
Protestants on an equal footing, but it is in doubt whether he did this to gain 

support from Dissenters or whether he was truly committed to tolerance 

1685 

Charles II died and his Brother, by then a Catholic, became James II. Rome 
appointed John Leyburn as Vicar Apostolic – effectively a Bishop for England & 
Wales.  

1688 

Leyburn confirmed ca 20,000 Papists largely in the north of England 

1689 

In what came to be known as the Glorious Revolution, Parliament deemed 

James to have abdicated (effectively deposing him, though Parliament 
refused to call it that) in favour of his Protestant daughter and son-in-law and 
nephew, Mary II and William III. Although this affair is celebrated as 

solidifying both English liberties and the Protestant nature of the kingdom, 
some argue that it was "fundamentally a coup spearheaded by a foreign army 
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and navy." 

The Bill of Rights excluded Catholics from the royal succession. New oaths 
of supremacy and allegiance were passed and measures were introduced to 
restrict the freedom of movement of Catholics. The Toleration Act of 1689 

eased some restrictions, but the specific acts under the Clarendon Code were 
not repealed until the 19th century. 

1700-1714 

From 1700 to 1714 Church of Scotland ministers kept lists of Catholics within 
the parishes and reported them to the General Assembly of the Church of 

Scotland. 

1701 

The Act of Settlement 1701, which remains in operation today, established 
the royal line through Sophia, Electress of Hanover, and specifically excludes 

any Catholic or anyone who marries a Catholic from the throne.  

1705, 1706 

RETURNS OF PAPISTS 

1715 

Following the Jacobite rebellion of 1715, everyone, including women, over the 
age of 18 was compelled to swear an Oath of Allegiance following the passing 

of the Oaths Act. Lists of those who signed before the Justices of the Peace or 
refused to take the oath are normally available at county record offices 
amongst the quarter session records. A further oath of supremacy was added 

which caused severe problems for Roman Catholics who were being forced to 
reject the Pope as their religious leader. After the discovery of another 

Jacobite conspiracy known as the Atterbury Plot an Act was passed in 1722 
requiring 'every Person and Persons' to swear loyalty oaths to King George I 
by 25 December 1723. These oaths of allegiance, supremacy and abjuration 

represented the last nationwide swearing of loyalty to the Crown. The 
whereabouts of surviving returns can be found at the History Working Papers 

Project. 
 

Catholics refusing to take the oaths of loyalty were required to register their 
names and estates at quarter sessions or face the seizure of their property. 
The Forfeited Estates Commission was responsible for overseeing the seizure 

of the estates and details can be found in the close rolls held at TNA. 

1688-1850 

The years from 1688 to the early 19th century were in some respects the 

nadir for Catholicism in England. Deprived of their dioceses, four Apostolic 
Vicariates were set up throughout England until the re-establishment of the 
diocesan episcopacy in 1850. Although the persecution was not violent as in 

the past, Catholic numbers influence and visibility in English society reached 
their lowest ebb. Their civil rights were severely curtailed: their right to own 

property or inherit land was greatly limited, they were burdened with special 
taxes, they could not send their children abroad for Catholic education, they 
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could not vote, and priests were liable to imprisonment. 

1754 

The Hardwicke Act of 1753 which came into force in 1754 reformed the 
marriage system and closed the loophole that allowed legally binding 
'irregular' or 'clandestine' marriages to take place. The legislation stipulated 

that marriage must take place in a licensed Anglican parish church before an 
Anglican minister and in the bride or bridegroom's own parish in the presence 

of two witnesses and only after the publication of banns. The details were to 
be recorded in a separate book with a numbered space for each entry, to 

prevent fraud. Jews and Quakers were exempt from the new law. After the 
introduction of the Act, Catholic marriages are found in parish registers and 
before the act within the records of various unauthorised places of marriage. 

Wealthier Catholics also had the option of marrying by licence thus avoiding 
the necessity of having banns called and was popular before and after the 

marriage reforms of 1754. 
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https://www.genguide.co.uk/source/fleet-amp-other-irregular-marriage-registers/75/
https://www.genguide.co.uk/source/marriage-licence-records/34/


 

 

1767 

RETURN OF PAPISTS - detailed returns for the Diocese of Chester. 

1778-91 

In 1778 a Catholic Relief Act allowed Catholics to own property, inherit land 
and join the army. Other reforms allowed the clergy to operate more openly 

and thus allowed permanent missions to be set up in the larger 
towns. Stonyhurst College, for example, was re-established in 1791 for 
wealthier Catholics. In 1837, James Arundel, the tenth Baron Arundel of 

Wardour, bequeathed to Stonyhurst the Arundel Library, which contained the 
vast Arundel family collection, including some of the school's most important 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papists_Act_1778
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stonyhurst_College


 

books and manuscripts such as a Shakespeare First Folio and a manuscript 

copy of Froissart's Chronicles, looted from the body of a dead Frenchman 
after the Battle of Agincourt. Yet Catholic recusants as a whole remained a 
small group, except where they stayed the majority religion in various 

pockets, notably in rural Lancashire and Cumbria, or were part of the Catholic 
aristocracy and squirearchy. 

1829 

Parliament passed the Roman Catholic Relief Act (CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION 

ACT) 1829, giving Catholics almost equal civil rights, including the right to 

vote and to hold most public offices. 

1837 

After the introduction of civil registration in 1837, all religious denominations 
were free to hold legal marriage ceremonies and were free to keep their own 

registers. Most Catholic congregations in England and Wales refused to hand 
over their parish registers to the Registrar General in 1837 following the 

introduction of civil registration. Only registers from Northumberland, Durham 
and Yorkshire were handed in. Registers still remain in the custody of the 
parish priest who require frequent access to their baptism registers to provide 

evidence for first communions, confirmations and marriages. A Catholic 
priest's unofficial equivalent of a parish was called a 'mission' in which the 

priest sought to administer to as many Catholics as possible often covering a 
wide area. It was not uncommon for the registers to travel with the priest 

from mission to mission.  
A ROYAL COMMISSION invited non-conformist churches to deposit their early 
registers at the Public Record Office. Blackburn, St Alban's, was the only Catholic 

chapel in Lancashire to send its registers - on the mistaken understanding that they 
would be returned. 

1840-50 

In the 1840s and 1850s, especially during the Great Irish Famine, while much 

of the large outflow of emigration from Ireland was headed to the United 
States to seek work, hundreds of thousands of Irish people also migrated 

across the channel to England and Scotland, and established communities in 
cities there, including London, Liverpool, Manchester and Glasgow, but also in 
towns and villages up and down the country, thus giving English Catholicism 

a numerical boost.  

1850 

Catholic hierarchy (Bishops) restored, dioceses established. Could not have the 

same title as an existing CE Diocese, so Diocese of Salford, the CE Diocese of 
Manchester was erected in 1847.  

1880 

BURIAL LAWS AMENDMENT ACT 1880 permitted burials in Anglican churchyards 

without the Anglican service, provided notice given.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Folio
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1898 

THE MARRIAGE ACT enabled non-conformist churches to request an Authorised 

Person from their congregation to act as a Registrar of Marriages. Catholic chapels 
tended not to use this facility until after the Second Vatican Council, ca 1970.  

1909 

Papal document "Ne Temere" clarified and unified the laws relating to the marriage of 

Catholics in the Catholic Church, worldwide.  

1919 

Establishment of Catholic Parishes in England and Wales. 

The Last Fifty Years 

The last fifty years have seen changes in many areas that affect Catholics.  The 
Second Vatican Council and Ecumenism.  Discussions between the Catholic and 
Anglican Churches - ARCIC1 and ARCIC2. 

The revision of the civil marriage laws (and others).  The acceptance by the Catholic 
Church of the appointment of Authorised Persons for the civil part of the marriage 
ceremony.   

The problems of authority within the Anglican Church led to the establishment by 
Rome of the Ordinate of Our Lady of Walsingham for ‘traditional’ Anglican clergy who 
join the Catholic community. 

The number of people attending church is falling in the Catholic Church as well as 
other churches.  This is leading to the restructuring of dioceses and parishes. 
Data Protection will affect the availability of Catholic records.  The Bishops of England 

and Wales announced a closure period of 110 years for Catholic Sacramental Records 
on 2015. 
 

 

Organisation 

 
The Catholic Church in England and Wales has five provinces: Birmingham, 

Cardiff, Liverpool, Southwark and Westminster. There are 22 dioceses which 
are divided into parishes (for comparison, the Church of England and Church 
in Wales currently have a total of 50 dioceses). In addition to these, there are 

four dioceses covering England and Wales for specific groups which are 
the Bishopric of the Forces, the Eparchy for Ukrainians, the Syro-Malabar 

Catholic Eparchy of Great Britain and the Personal Ordinariate for former 
Anglicans. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecclesiastical_province
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Catholic Records 

The surviving registers of the London Royal and embassy chapels include: 

 St. James Palace Catholic Chapel, later Somerset House Chapel 1671 

onwards on FHL film 0599717. 

 Portuguese Chapel 1696-1849 with most on FHL film 0599717. 

 Sardinian Chapel, later Lincoln’s Inn Fields, and later Kingsway Chapel, 

1729 onwards. 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/302342?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/302342?availability=Family%20History%20Library


 

 Spanish Chapel, later St. James’ Spanish Place, 1730 onwards, indexes 

of which occur on FHL fiche 6903845 (1) (christenings 1730-1772) 

and FHL fiche 6903845 (1)(marriages 1730-1822). 

 Venetian Chapel, which closed when France conquered Venice, 1744-

1796. 

 Bavarian Chapel, later Warwick Street (near Regent Street) 1747 

onwards. 

 Austrian Chapel which tended to be more restricted to foreign 

nationals, 1765-1820. 

 Neapolitan Chapel 1772-1855. 

 French Chapel 1795-1910. 

In 1837 and 1858, when Non-Anglican registers were called in, few Catholic 

clergy chose to deposit theirs—76 mainly northern ones out of 587 

churches—and they remain either with them, in their Diocesan archives, in 

the central Catholic Archives, or in county archives. Gandy (Catholic Missions 

and Registers, 1994) has analysed all the extant registers as well as the 

many transcripts published by Phillimore’s and the Catholic Record Society, 

and this is the definitive list of what is available and where, however the 

FamilySearch Catalogue is a useful adjunct as much has been filmed. 

 

Catholic Births and Baptisms 

Baptisms are usually done sooner than in other churches, either on the day of 

birth or up to a week afterwards. The registers typically give dates of birth 

and baptism, names of parents and godparents (a.k.a. sponsors), and usually 

the mother’s maiden name. Unlike Anglican registers, address and occupation 

for the father are not usually noted, and the entry will often be in Latin in the 

18th and 19th century at least. From 1908 Catholics also had to have their 

place of marriage inserted with their original baptism entry, so this can affect 

registers in the second half of the 19th century. For adult convert baptisms 

there may be a note in the register to this effect, and there may be a 

separate note-book of converts as well. A point to bear in mind with the huge 

influx of Irish immigrants, most of whom were desperately poor and illiterate, 

is that they were unused to having a system of civil birth registration. It did 

not start until 1864 in Ireland and as so many came during the famine period 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/629117?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/629117?availability=Family%20History%20Library


 

in the late 1840s it is not surprising that the births of their children are 

unfindable—but they would have had them baptized. 

 

Catholic Confirmations 

Early records of confirmations are rare, although there are the examples of: 

 20,000 in northern England, often whole families, confirmed by Bishop 

Leyburn in 1687. 

 Another tour by Bishop Challoner occurred in 1742-5 in southern 

England. 

 Midland District 1768-1815. 

 London and Home Counties 1826-1843. 

Catholic priests usually did not keep registers before 1778 and many registers 

were written in Latin. Baptism registers usually include the names of the 

child’s sponsors or godparents. 

Some registers have been published by the Catholic Record Society. 

The Family History Library has most of these published registers, and 

depending on the area, may have microfilms of some Catholic parish 

registers. Currently, unlike in Scotland, and most other church registers of 

the United Kingdom, the vast genealogical treasures of the Roman Catholic 

parish registers have mostly never been centrally located--at least on a 

national basis, for preservation and security, nor microfilming/imaging 

purposes.[2] 

Lists of candidates for confirmation become more frequent and then annual in 

the 19th century, and only at this time can one estimate the ages of the 

confirmands, usually 7-9 in the 19th century. Only their name, surname and 

religious name, (which has no genealogical significance), are recorded in a 

confirmation record, but it does at least establish that the child survived this 

long and was in this place on this date. When the dioceses were established 

in 1850 bishops started to keep their own records of confirmations, thus a 

duplicate of the parish record should appear here. There are other non-

parochial ones as well, such as those that took place in schools and prisons, 

and for adult converts. 

 

Catholic Marriages 

During the period of Hardwicke’s Marriage Act 1754-1837 upper and middle 

class Catholics usually had two ceremonies—one Catholic to satisfy the 

conscience and one Anglican to satisfy the law for inheritance and legitimacy 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/415522?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/England_Nonconformist_Church_Records#cite_note-2


 

of children. This meant twice the expense, and poor couples, who didn’t need 

the latter, made do with just a Catholic marriage. Yates found that ten 

marriages were celebrated between 1790 and 1805 in the Roman Catholic 

Chapel of St. Nicholas, Mint Lane, Exeter, and Devon. At least eight of these 

were legally married on the same day or later in the Church of England in 

Exeter, or the nearby towns of Sidmouth and Exmouth. 

It is worth searching out the Catholic as well as the Anglican records since the 

former is likely to give more information pre-1837, and may do so after this 

date. Items given in Catholic pre-1837 registers, for which the Anglican 

edition is the Hardwicke format, could include name of former husband of a 

widow, notation if one is not Catholic, residences of both parties and of their 

parents, and any dispensation on account of consanguinity or affinity. 

Even after 1837 many Catholic marriages are not to be found in either the 

Anglican Church or the register office, since vast numbers of poor Irish 

emigrants could not afford the registration fee. The Catholic marriage 

registers are usually in Latin and there were no printed ones until 1856 

except at some embassy chapels. Many of the poor Catholics could not write 

their names, or only in Irish characters, however there may be a surprising 

amount of extra information in these records. Apart from the standard date, 

names of parties, witnesses and minister, most give the names of the fathers 

and sometimes the mother’s Christian names also. Local addresses and/or 

the Irish county of origin may also be stated. 

The IHGS (Institute of Heraldic and Genealogical Studies) holds a Catholic 

Marriage Index containing 30,000 entries for 30 places in London north of the 

Thames plus Essex for the period 1837-1870 which they will consult for a fee. 

Commencing in July 1837 duplicate marriages occur in the GRO indexes, as in 

the PARGETER/LOVEGROVE example noted below. The certificates show two 

separate marriages for the same couple on the same day, 28 August 1858. 

The names of the parties and their fathers were the same on both 

certificates, but a number of differences were apparent: 

Where a Catholic married a non-Catholic the latter partner was sometimes 

required to sign a paper allowing the children to be raised in the Catholic 
faith, and these papers are occasionally found slipped into the registers. From 
the 1920s couples had to state their place of baptism on a Catholic marriage 

application form. 
 

 
 
 



 

Catholic Deaths and Burials 

There were a few Catholic churchyards, but the majority of Catholics were 

buried in Anglican ones, with some receiving large numbers of Catholics, 

examples in London being St. Pancras, St. Sepulchre Newgate/Holborn, St. 

Giles-in-the-Fields, St. Andrew Holborn, and St. James Clerkenwell. In most 

cases there is nothing to distinguish them in the registers, but in others the 

word papist may have been added, or the name of the officiating minister 

may be recognizably Catholic, or there might be a notation Catholic 

priest under his name, for example in the Formby, Lancashire registers. 

Likewise, some Anglican clergy just did not record the Catholics who were 

buried, or were not aware of who they were if they had been buried secretly 

at night with an illegal Catholic ceremony. Perhaps some of these were 

papists who had been excommunicated by the Established Church and were 

thus not supposed to be buried in consecrated ground. When the new 

borough cemeteries were built after 1853 then Catholics preferred these if 

within reach, or the Catholic sections of urban cemeteries. Cremation has not 

been popular amongst practising Catholics. In London the main Catholic 

cemeteries were: 

 Mortlake in the southwest opened 1852 (before the new Burial Act). 

 Kensal Green in the northwest opened in 1858, burials transcribed 

1858-1876 on FHL fiche 6343226-7 (11)* and monumental inscriptions 

on FHL fiche 6343228 (1)*. 

 Leytonstone in the east opened 1861, being transcribed by the Catholic 

Record Society. 

 All Souls, Chelsea transcribed 1845-1858 on FHL fiche 6343215 (2)* 

or FHL fiche 6344548 (2)*. 

 South London Crematorium (part) opened in 1936. 

 

There are special registers for the armed services, for example for the army 

the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy at Aldershot has baptisms, marriages and 

burials, (but not war deaths), which have been copied, and the Curragh 

British Army Camp Catholic parish in Kildare, Ireland has baptisms and 

marriages 1855-1880 on FHL film 0926111. Some Catholic priests kept death 

registers, but with only the name and age of the deceased, and the place of 

burial. Some priests kept a list of the sick they had visited, especially when 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/606911?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/606931?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/606362?availability=Family%20History%20Library
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/346684?availability=Family%20History%20Library


 

the last rites were necessary. Catholic churches have lists of names of the 

deceased arranged by day and month so that masses may be said for them 

on the anniversary of their death. 

Catholic Institutions and Religious Orders 

Catholic priests and men and women in religious orders are very well 

documented and occur in most Catholic families, even though you are 

unlikely to be descended from one. Some folks are, as celibacy was not a 

requirement until the 16th century, and a few monks, nuns etc. entered an 

order after having had a family life, (and perhaps a few were naughty!) 

However, it is worth examining the records since any ancestor is likely to 

have had one or more siblings in a Catholic order, and their parentage and 

history will offer clues to your ancestor’s. The Catholic Directory is a good 

place to start, and then contact the appropriate diocesan archives which 

probably has a biography and perhaps a lot more. The Catholic Archive 

Society has been active in assisting amateur archivists at various Catholic 

institutions and orders to sort their material. 19th century material is 

becoming available as each diocese now has a record office which accepts 

deposits of this older material. Some bishops have designated the County 

Archives as their Diocesan Record Office in a similar manner to Anglican 

churches, and the FHL is microfilming as time and resources permit. 

From 1568 Catholics had set up English institutions on the continent. Boys 

were sent for their general education to the colleges at Dieulouard, Douai, St. 

Gregory and St. Omer, and older ones were trained for the priesthood in 

seminaries in Lisbon, Madrid, Paris, Rome, and Valladolid. Convents for 

education of girls, some of whom would become nuns, were established 

starting in 1598 at such places as Bruges, Cambrai, Dunkirk, Ghent, 

Gravelines, Liége Louvain, Pontoise and Paris. By 1660 there were 40 English 

Catholic educational institutions in Europe. As they were located in safe, 

Catholic countries records could be kept and much of what is known about 

English Catholic families of the penal period derives from this source. The 

young people abroad were encouraged to write about their families and their 

experiences for the sake of Catholicism and the researcher can read these 

accounts today as they have been preserved. Most Catholic families will have 

some relatives in these annals. The continental institutions returned to 

England at the end of the 18th century and some of the easily accessible 

records published by the Catholic Record Society are shown in in the chart 

below. 



 

The main male religious orders in Britain have been the Benedictines, 

Dominicans, Franciscans and Jesuits but there are many smaller groups as 

well. Their active participation in running institutions of various kinds is well 

documented. 

There were about 7,000 nuns in England in 1900 and a central database of all 

those before 1914 is being compiled by the Catholic Family History Society 

and the Catholic Archives Society for eventual publication. The CFHS 

maintains an index of 14,000 English nuns from about 60 orders, out of an 

estimated 20,000 who have been in religious orders prior to 1914. Many of 

the congregations and houses of nuns have excellent records, and the 

database will provide a means of finding out which Order your relative joined. 

Nuns were usually very involved in running schools, hospitals, old people’s 

homes and orphanages or in foreign missions. Don’t be surprised to find 

plenty of French, Belgian, German and Irish as well as Anglican and 

Nonconformist converts working alongside them! 

Priests are well documented, at least while they were abroad, but during the 

penal period they are a lot harder to trace as they frequently used false 

names to avoid detection. However, the names used were often selected 

carefully to reassure believers that they were true priests rather than one of 

the many informers trying to gain a reward by uncovering a Catholic priest. 

Typically the mother’s maiden name, or some other family name was used, 

and this is very helpful to the genealogist, especially as this was the period 

when Catholic marriages tend not to have been written down. There are 

several standard texts on priests, including: 

 Anstruther’s Seminary Priests 1558-1800. 

 Bellenger’s English and Welsh Priests 1558-1800. 

 Birt’s Obit Book of the English Benedictines. 

 Fitzgerald-Lombards’s English and Welsh Priests 1801-1914. 

 Holt’s English Jesuits 1650-1829. 

Gandy (Catholic Family History: A Bibliography of General Sources. Self-

published, 1996) lists many more. A fascinating history of the late 16th 

century missioner’s safe-house at Grosmont Priory in Yorkshire can be found 

in Boddy (Catholic Missioners at Grosmont Priory. North Yorkshire County 

Record Office. FHL book 942.74/G8 K2b). It gives great detail about the local 

Catholics as well as the missioners themselves.[5] 

Sometimes there are parish Catholic censuses, often variously annotated 

later. Small parishes often kept lists of Easter communicants, which was the 

minimal requirement of attendance. At the parish level, church notice 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/179215?availability=Family%20History%20Library
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books are the equivalent of a parish diary, and there will be parish 

magazines, annual reports and magazines from local Catholic organizations. 

There will usually be a parish history which will include several generations of 

families, and the church account books are fruitful sources of local Catholic 

builders and suppliers. Records of local Catholic homes for the elderly may 

also be found, either with the home if it still exists, or with the archivist for 

the religious order that ran it. 

Catholic Schools and Orphanages 

Once the national hierarchy had been re-established in 1850 Catholic schools 

and orphanages were set up and their records are often available. In a similar 

way to the Anglican system some schools were private and fee-paying while 

others were funded by charity for the poor. Where records survive they will 

be interesting to the family historian. When looking for records of orphanages 

and schools try the institution itself, if it still exists, the local archives and the 

appropriate Catholic archives. Don’t be put off by an institution employee’s 

indication that ‘there are no records’; they may have been safely deposited in 

an archives many years before that person joined the staff. For records of 

children who have been in care there is also a central agency called 

the Catholic Child Welfare Council that can forward your letter to the 

appropriate organization. 

School Admission books will usually give the previous school attended, a 

typical register appears in the chart below. This is the entry for my 

grandfather; his family were not Catholic but his mother thought the Catholic 

school was ‘nicer’. From it I learned that he had attended the infants 

department, (ages 5-7), of the local Servite School, and had transferred to 

St. Joseph’s a month after his 8th birthday. 

Catholics were naturally concerned over the religious education of poor 

Catholic children who were placed in the workhouse, which was very 

Anglican. They managed to get Creed Registers kept in the workhouses giving 

the religious affiliation of all children and some of these survive. The principle 

was established that Catholic children should be transferred to Catholic 

institutions, however this didn’t always happen owing to obstruction or 

apathy by the authorities. A Catholic Poor Law Board was set up to process 

the paperwork as most poor parents were illiterate. Where these records 

survive they can be a mine of genealogical information. 

Catholic Industrial (reform) Schools list the name of each child and the court 

sentencing them, as well as the names, address, occupation and situation of 



 

the parents. There was a Catholic Emigration Society which sent children to 

Canada, as well as the Westminster Diocesan Education Fund which 

supported orphans and handicapped children, who are named together with 

their teachers and pupil teachers. There were a few Catholic teacher training 

colleges, the most important being Notre Dame, Liverpool for women and 

Brook Green, Hammersmith, London for men. 

 

Status Animarum 

From the 1850s each priest had to send a regular account of his 

congregation, called the Status Animarum, to his Bishop. Many survive, and 

earlier ones contain much personal detail, although later ones tend to contain 

just numbers of baptisms, Easter communicants and so forth. Some of these 

accounts can be quite detailed, especially for families with such problems as 

attendance, or mixed marriages and a number have been published with the 

old mission registers by the CRS. 

 

Catholic Wills 

Prior to 1858 Catholic wills were probated in normal (Anglican) ecclesiastical 

courts and are usually indistinguishable from others, as it was illegal to 

bequeath money for superstitious uses (meaning Catholic causes). The 

government kept tabs on Catholic inheritance and bequests after the Jacobite 

Rising of 1715 by requiring that all their wills be enrolled in the Close Rolls. 

Catholics got around this by having a separate spiritual will used for 

supporting chapels, priests or daughters in convents, or to have prayers said. 

These wills were not officially registered, of-course, but may survive in the 

receiving institutions. They contain cryptic wording such as for purposes he 

knows of or to X who knows my mind, and the recipients are often found to 

be a senior Catholic official, or Mr Dowey, which refers to the college of 

Douai, France. 

Wills of notable Catholics, which may well mention household members, may 

have been microfilmed, thus that for Christopher Stonehouse (c1564-1631) 

of Dunsley, in the parish of Whitby, Yorkshire is on film 0,599,467. The CFHS 

maintains an index to beneficiaries of Lancashire wills, with 23,000 names at 

present. 

 



 

Catholics in Early Non-Catholic Records 

Since Catholicism was to varying degrees illegal from 1559 to 1829 the state 

and state church (Anglican) monitored and tried to suppress it, resulting in a 

host of records at national and local levels. Gandy (Basic facts about English 

Nonconformity for Family Historians. Federation of Family History Societies, 

1998) considers that Williams (Sources for Recusant History (1559-1791) in 

English Official Archives. Recusant History Vol 16 #4, 1983) is the best 

source for recusant history and Gandy’s two 1996 bibliographies (Catholic 

Family History: A Bibliography of General Sources. Self-published 

and Catholic Family History: A Bibliography of Local Sources. Self-published) 

indicate the vastness of the literature with comprehensive lists for every time 

period and area. 

National Records 

Amongst the national records which can be used to trace Catholic families 

are Recusant Rolls from 1591-1691. These are lists of fines and forfeits for 

non-attendance at the local parish church, and contain large numbers of 

Catholics as well as other dissenters. They mainly refer to the more 

prominent offenders, and some are on film, for instance roll 1 (1592-3) is 

on FHL film 0599711; roll 2 (1593-4) on FHL film 0599722, and rolls 3-4 

(1594-6) on FHL film 0990031. In the early taxation records called the Lay 

Subsidy Rolls Catholics were taxed at double the regular rate and can 

therefore be readily identified. 

The Memoranda Rolls in series E 368 contain recusant case histories. State 

Papers (SP series) of the 17th century have much family history detail and 

Shorney (Protestant Nonconformity and Roman Catholicism. A Guide to 

Sources in the Public Record Office. PRO Publications, 1996) should be 

consulted for more information on the many types and their PRO numbers. 

He also mentions the Privy Council (PC series), State Papers, Exchequer (E 

series) and Forfeited Estates Commission (FEC series) records of the 18th 

century which can reveal much about individual cases, particularly of the 

upper classes. The PRO leaflet D66 gives more sources on Catholic Recusants. 

It should be noted that there was a great difference 

between reputed/suspected/known recusants and those actually convicted in 

a court such as Quarter sessions. The term superstitious is also used for 

Catholics, as in the Commission for Superstitious Lands, an anti-Catholic 

enquiry in the 1690s. 
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Proceedings against Catholics for 

Attending Mass at the Spanish Embassy on 
Palm Sunday 1613/14 

22 Mar 1613 Thomas Davyes of Cheek (Chick) Lane in the Parish of St. 
Sepulchres, London, scrivener, being examined confesseth himself to be a 

Popish Recusant and that he hath so been for many yeares past and 
purposeth so to continue. That coming along Barbican upon Sunday last was 
a sevennight he was seene to have a bough of hallowed Palm in his hands 

which he saith was given him by one Robert Wise of Horwell in Berkshire and 
being demanded whether he were not uppon Sunday last at the Spanish 

Ambassadours house to hear Mass, saith he will not accuse himself. 
28 Mar 1614 Robert Wise of ye Parish of St. James Clerkenwell, weaver 
examined before the Lord Bishop of London, confesseth himself to be a 

popish Recusant and that he was at the Spanish Ambassadors upon Sunday 
last was a fortnight being their Palm Sunday and there heard Masse and had 

a bough of Hallowed Box delivered unto him by ye priest as likewise there 
was unto divers others which bough he brought away with him but gave no 
part thereof to Thomas Davyes or any other without ye house and that there 

were present at that Masse in the Chappell at the least 200 persons the one 
half thereof being no Spaniards. 

Convicted recusants, primarily Catholics, who went through a formal 

procedure to conform to the Church of England, are detailed in the Lord 

Treasurer’s Remembrancer’s Memoranda Rolls which are at the PRO in series 

E 368. Their lands and property were returned and fines usually excused as 

the state was more interested in the conformity than the money. However, in 

some cases the conversion was temporary and the same names appear again 

for similar offences. Catholic Ancestor has published lists of those conforming 

between 1590 and 1625. Lists of Catholics called Returns of Papists were 

made in 1680, 1705, 1706, 1767 (the most thorough) and 1780 and what 

survives are in the House of Lords Record Office in Westminster. Some give 

only statistics, but those for the dioceses of Chester, Durham and Hereford 

give names, ages, relationship within household, addresses, and how long in 

residence Many are published, for example the important 1767 return in Vol 1 

Diocese of Chester with a separate index, and Vol 2 Other Dioceses which are 

in the FHL book under 942 K25 but are not filmed yet. These parliamentary 

summaries contain only initials, and the full names are in the originals in the 

Quarter Sessions records which happily are available on film. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results#count=20&query=%2Bfilm_number%3A91507item


 

County and Local Records 

The original lists from which the many national surveys etc., such as the 

Returns of Papists, Oaths of Allegiance, Lists of Recusants, Sacrament 

Certificates Land Tax, and Registration of Catholic Estates were compiled are 

with county Quarter Sessions or sometimes Petty or Borough Sessions and 

most of these are available on film. Some Anglican parishes list their papists 

regularly in their annual Churchwardens’ Presentments particularly in the 

16th-17th centuries. 

Return of Papists 1680 Kent Quarter 
Sessions 

The Hundred of Blackheath Papists and 
Reputed Papists 

Judeth Vandsvelder of Greenwich 

Petronella Vanluo of Greenwich 

Daniell Stibs of Woolwich 

Edward Forshew (?) of Lew(i)sham 

Mary Willson of Greenwich 

Richard Hutton of Greenwich 

Eliz: ye wife of Jno Gascoyne of Eltham 

Eliz: ye wife of Christo: Greene of Eltham 

Margarett ye wife of Francis More of Eltham 

Richard Greene of Eltham 

Jno Wyern gent of Lusham (sic Lewisham) 

An. Wyern his wife 

William Vandobeler a Dutch Painter, Greenwich 

All those persons above mentioned have taken the oath of allegiance and 

supremacy the 16 day of Aprill 1680. 

The persons undermentioned are gon away 

Christopher Greene of Eltham gon to Lee (sic-Leigh), Essex. 

Jane Parrott of the same gon to Newington Butts in ye County of Surr(e)y.  

Christian Watters of Eltham gon away. 

William Vandevelder junr is gon to live a bout St. James. 

Charles Thayer of Deptford is gone to live in London as ye Constable heard. 

Sir Thomas Grimes is gon from Lew(i)sham a bove a whole month ago as the 

Constable heard into Yorkshire. 



 

Taken the 16th Aprill 1680 by us. 

Thos Biddulph 

Willm Hooke 

 

Brentford, Middlesex return of Papists 
1711 in Quarter Sessions 

Middlesex Sessions: 
The Returne of the Hundred of Elthorne in Brentford Division, relating to 
Papists and reputed Papists 

Pursuant to her Majesty’s late proclamation we have caused diligent search and 

inquiry to be made concerning Papists and reputed Papists, and upon the returne 

of the severall Constables we had notice given us, her Majesty’s Justices of the 

Peace for this County, living in and near the said Division, of the Persons 

hereunder mentioned (viz): 

Mary Thompson, widow living in New Brentford, one that Professes physick. 

She has refused to subscribe, make and repeat the Declaration of the 30th of 

King Charles the second, as by law required. She has promised to goe seven 

miles from the Citys and Libertys of London and Westminster, within two days 

from the date hereof. 

Given under our hands and seales this fourteenth Day of Aprill in the tenth year 

of the Reigne of our Soverain Lady Anne of Great Britain etc Queen, Annop Dom. 

1711. 

[Signed] Chris: Clitherow 

Thomas Cullum 

 

Kensington, Middlesex return of Papists 
1711 in Petty Sessions 

Middlesex Sessions:  

 

An Account of the Names, Sirnames and places of abode of such Papists and 
reputed Papists against whom wee have granted warrants under our hands 

and Seales for apprehending and brining them before us at our Petty Sessions 
this day held at Kensington in the Parish of Fulham in the County aforesaid In 
order to their being severally proceeded against according to her Majties late 

Proclamation for Amoveing Papists etc from within Ten miles of the Cities of 
London and Westminster etc. 



 

Mrs Cecilia Cornwallis reputed Mistress of a Popish Boarding School at 

Hamorsmith could [not be] taken as by the Constable’s oath appeareth to us. 
Martha Marshall servant to the said Cecilia Cornwallis appeared before us last 
Tuesday and refused to make and subscribe to the Declaration mentioned in 

an Act of the 30th King Charles the Second. 
Elizabeth Henslow an other servant at the same Boarding School 

Elizabeth Clarke an other servant at the same Boarding School 
Anne Mullinex another servant there 
Mary Clift another servant there 

Elizabeth Bond another servant there  
[Last five} All absconded and could not ... as the Constable of Hamersmith ... 

now made oath before us. 
Joseph Woodcock servant to Samuel Hudson a Weaver in Hamsmith or to a 
Lodger there could not be taken as the Constable hath made oath before us. 

Mr. Thomas Roberts lodger at Mrs Elizabeth Racketts house in Hamersmith 
and could not be taken as the said Constable hath made oath before us. 

Elizabeth Taylor servant to the same Mrs Rackett - abscond also and could 
not be taken. 
Thomas Causby servant to the same Mrs Rackett could not be taken as by the 

said Constable’s [oath] now taken before us. 
Mary Brown servant to Mrs Mary Bolney of the parish of Chelsey in the said 

County appeared now and refused to make and subscribe the Declaration 
mentioned in the Act 30th Car. Second. 
George Williams butler to her Grace the Dutchess Dowager of Beaufort at 

Chelsey appeared and refused to make and subscribe to the Declaration 
aforesaid. 

Jane Messenger an inmate in the Parish of Acton in the County aforesaid 
appeared but refused to make and subscribe the Declaration before 

mentioned. 
This account or List is Returned this sixteenth day of Aprill 1711 by us. 

(Signed and sealed) Nich. Goodwin 

Jermyn Wicks 

J.A. Cawley 

Thomas Cullum 

Peter Lavigne 

Henry Fox 

 

Oaths of Allegiance 

These were required at the beginning of each new reign. Catholics had 

refused to take the Oath of Supremacy for over two centuries, but in 1778 

the Catholic Relief Act provided a special oath of loyalty to the crown for 

them, but lower and middle classes generally felt no need to do this. 

 

 



 

Lists of Recusants 

It is worth noting that any list of Non-Anglicans can include Catholics and in 

certain parts of the country, for example Lancashire, these are likely to 

constitute a sizable number, if not the majority. 

 

Sacrament certificates 

Gandy (Pocket Guides to Family History: Tracing Nonconformist Ancestors. 

PRO Publications, 2001) sums these up nicely ‘Catholics should not be in 

them, so appearance is evidence of either apostasy or hypocrisy’! 

Land tax 

This tax was inaugurated in 1692 and Catholics were charged double until 

1829 so can be identified. The returns are with the Quarter Sessions and 

have largely been filmed. 

Papists Estates 

During the long period when Catholics were not allowed to own land, many 

had trusted Protestant friends in whom they vested their land, and some 

lawyers specialized in this business. However, when he died the nearest 

Protestant was able to claim the land, which would give rise to court records 

with much genealogical detail. An example of an inquisition post mortem from 

a manor court, which recognizes the heir to the deceased’s estate, is that of 

Thomas Wiseman of Wimbish, Essex, 1586, on film 0,599,708. 

After the 1715 Jacobite Rebellion over 3,000 Catholics from Lancashire alone 

were involved with the Forfeited Estates Commission. Since most were not 

affluent and would have fallen on poor relief they were not prosecuted. 

Until 1778 Catholics could not officially be executors or administrators of 

wills, nor guardians of children, but sympathetic Protestant friends would 

often assist in disguising such acts, for example by wording a will so that 

named executors dispose of estates as they see fit or according to my mind 

which they know. 

During the penal period Catholics could not be educated at the universities 

since this would involve denying their beliefs. Some did go, nonetheless, and 

many went instead to the Inns of Court on London where the oath was not 

applied so rigorously. 



 

Catholic Societies 

Catholic Archives Society (CAS) 

Formed by a group of about 100 archivists responsible for preservation of 

Catholic diocesan and religious order records in 1980. These archives and 

archivists are listed in its directory, its journal is Catholic Archives, but the 

society has no records for consultation by genealogists. 

 

Catholic Family History Society (CFHS) 

This organization was founded in 1983 and is similar to a county FHS but with 

special knowledge of Catholic families and Irish families in England, Scotland 

and Wales. Their journal is the Catholic Ancestor and it is this group which 

family historians will find useful for advice, and to join for general 

information. They have an index of 14,000 English nuns and a Lancashire 

Wills Beneficiaries Index with 23,000 people so far listed. 

 

Catholic Record Society (CRS) 

‘The Catholic Record Society, which was founded in 1904, is the premier 

Catholic historical society in the United Kingdom and is devoted to the study 

of Roman Catholicism in the British Isles from the Reformation period to the 

present day. The Society does not, however, have genealogical interests and 

cannot help those researching their family trees’ (CRS website). The CRS has 

produced a long run of genealogically important, indexed publications all the 

contents of which are listed on the CRS website: 

 Monograph Series in 5 volumes. 

 Occasional Publications—1767 Return of Papists. 

 Records Series now up to 78 volumes, the early ones 

called Miscellanea, which include: 

 Transcribed private registers. 

 Lists of Catholic recusants in various counties, for example in the 

Recusant Rolls and Pipe Rolls. 

 Transcriptions of Hampshire and Isle of Wight Catholic registers up 

to about 1850. 



 

 Transcripts of early Lancashire parish registers. 

 Items on the religious orders of Benedictines, Dominicans, 

Franciscans and Jesuits. 

 Transcripts of PRO records. 

 Diaries and records of the English Catholic schools, colleges and 

convents on the continent. 

 Recusant History, their journal with 26 volumes from 1951 

(Volumes 1-3 were published as Biographical Studies). 

 

Catholic Publications 

Catholic Literature 

The written material on the history of Catholicism in England is huge and is 

ably summarized in Gandy’s two invaluable volumes (Catholic Family History: 

A Bibliography of General Sources. Self-published, 1996, Catholic Family 

History: A Bibliography of Local Sources. Self-published, 1996), with a short 

list of the more important ones (1998). He is certainly the foremost writer on 

English Catholic family history today and has published a number of guides to 

extant records (1994-2) and his short guide to research is authoritative 

(2001-1). The volumes of the Catholic Record Society are a prime source and 

there is much biographical material available. Rendal’s 1984 lecture on the 

CRSto the Society of Genealogists is a useful introduction to many kinds of 

records published by them, including occupational sources. 

 

Catholic Periodicals 

The Laity’s Directory (1768-1839) and its successor The Catholic 

Directory (1838 onwards) lists names and addresses of all parish priests by 

diocese, together with details of all the diocesan organizations such as 

archives, schools, societies and religious orders. There is a national section 

which covers those organizations organized centrally. Old editions can be very 

useful in tracing such things as local orphanages, movement of priests, and 

location of churches. 

A full set is housed at the Catholic National Library, and the FHL holds the 

1880, 1950, 1964, 1973, and 1978 editions, together with its successor, The 

Catholic Directory of England and Wales from 1986 in FHL book 942 K22c. 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/810109?availability=Family%20History%20Library


 

The obituaries from the Laity’s Directory were reprinted in Volume 12 of the 

CRS Records Series. 

Recusant History has been published since 1951 by the Catholic Record 

Society; the first three volumes are entitled Bibliographical Studies. A list of 

all articles published in Catholic Ancestor can be obtained from the secretary 

of the Catholic FHS which publishes it. Other include The London Recusant, 

and Catholic Archives from the CAS which describes archival collections useful 

for Catholic research, mainly ones in England but some also in Ireland. 

The earlier Miscellanea publications of the CRS are on several films. As an 

example of the variety of contents, Vol 17 on FHL film 0599710 contains: 

 Records of the English cannonesses of the Holy Sepulchre at Liége 

 now at New Hall, Essex 1652-1793 

 Registers of the English Benedictine nuns of Pontoise, 

 now at Teignmouth, Devon 1680-1713 

 Official enquiry as to the estate of Robert Charnock of Leyland, 

Lancashire 

 Catholic registers of Harvington Hall, 

 Chaddesley-Corbett, Worcestershire 1752-1823 

 Catholic registers of Linton upon Ouse, Newton upon Ouse, 

 near York 1771-1840 

 Catholic registers of Kiddington, Oxfordshire 1788-1840 

 Catholic registers of Woolston, Warrington, Lancashire 1771-1834 

There have been a number of local Catholic family and local history societies 

which have published journals that can be found in libraries. Some societies 

are no longer functioning but back numbers of journals are still be found. 

Titles to look for include: 

 Essex Recusant 

 Gloucester and Avon Catholic History 

 Kent Recusant 

 London Recusant 

 Midlands Catholic History 

 North West Catholic History 

 Northern Catholic History 

 South West Catholic History 

 Staffordshire Catholic History 

 Worcester Recusant 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/392034?availability=Family%20History%20Library


 

Full details of a wide range of other Catholic journals and a range of Diocesan 

magazines can be found in Gandy’s bibliographies on General Sources (1996-

2) and Local Sources (1996-3). One portal on the net to access current 

English and Wales Catholic organizations is on their website . 

 

Catholic Newspapers 

There have been a number of Catholic newspapers, the three largest ones 

that still publish are: 

 The Universe from 1860. 

 The Catholic Herald from 1888 with its many local editions. 

 The Tablet from 1840.[9] 

For information on records not available at the Family History Library, contact 

the Catholic Record Society. 
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Huguenots 

History and Beliefs 

The French-speaking Protestants who fled from religious persecution and civil 

war on the continent are all loosely referred to as Huguenots, however this 

term properly refers to only those from France, and not to the Walloons from 

the Low Countries. However, it is often impossible to distinguish the two 

groups because of the shared language and churches as well as much 

intermarriage in the early communities in England. Their beliefs were 

Calvinistic and closest to the English Presbyterian style of church government. 

Some of the late 17th century Huguenot congregations adopted the Anglican 

litany translated into French and these were termed conformist Huguenots. 

Others maintained the Calvinistic style they had used in France and have 

been called nonconformist Huguenots, although they should be distinguished 

from the English Nonconformists. 

 

Walloons 

The first wave of many thousands of French-speaking Protestants were 

Walloon refugees who arrived in England from the Spanish Netherlands (now 

Belgium and the Netherlands) in 1567, having been forced to flee the 

suppression of Protestantism by King Philip of Spain’s forces lead by the Duke 

of Alva. This group had been in England for over a century before the true 

Huguenots came and the two groups settled in London and the same south-

eastern towns. 

 

Huguenots 

The Huguenots, (Protestants from France), first came in 1572 after the 

Massacre of St. Bartholomew in Paris, and they were largely from the 

northern provinces of Brittany, Normandy and Picardy and mostly settled in 

south-eastern areas of England where the French-speaking Walloon 

communities had already been established. Although there was support for 

their religious freedom during the reigns of Elizabeth and James I, during that 

of Charles I and particularly during Archbishop Laud’s tenure prior to the Civil 

War only those born abroad and now living in Canterbury were officially 

allowed to practise their religion, whilst their children were to attend Anglican 



 

services. In response, some moved to Holland, and the majority to the USA, 

taking their craft skills with them. Far more Huguenots arrived after 1685 

when Louis XIV revoked the Edict of Nantes which had given toleration to 

French Protestants in 1598. About 60,000 came at this time, with two-thirds 

of these settling in London. Most of the others went to towns in SE England 

and some to Bristol, Plymouth and nearby Stonehouse in the south west.  

 

The history of the Huguenots throughout the English-speaking world can be 

found in Currer-Briggs and Gambier (Huguenot Ancestry. Phillimore, 1985). 

The Huguenots were not of any particular social level. They comprised mainly 

craftsmen with some nobility and some peasants. In London the upper class 

families and those who worked in the luxury trades such as goldsmiths, 

silversmiths, lapidaries, diamond cutters, jewellers, bucklemakers, clock- and 

watch-makers settled in London’s west end around Soho and nearby 

Westminster parishes. The poorer weavers, and associated tradesmen such 

as silk throwsters, dyers, thread- and lace makers settled in the east end in 

Spitalfields and Bethnal Green. 

The communities were close-knit and some maintained the French language 

into the 19th century. Sociological studies show that it takes three 

generations for immigrants to totally assimilate, and most families had joined 

the Anglican Church or other Nonconformist groups by at least 1800. 

It must also be born in mind that there was a further wave of French 

refugees, known as the emigrés, mainly upper class and Catholic, entering 

England from 1789-1814 at and after the French Revolution (circa 1789-

1795). Lists of the groups of these that came, but with no union index of 

names, are on FHL fiche 6035980(1). The Hampshire Record Office have 

recently acquired a series of their letters giving graphic details of their escape 

and struggles. 

Flemish 

The Protestant immigrants from Flanders and Brabant spoke Flemish, a Dutch 

dialect, and can thus easily be confused with Dutch settlers. Edward III 

(1327-1377) encouraged the Flemish to settle in England, as he valued their 

silk and other textile skills. Other waves came in 1551 and 1567 fleeing the 

occupying Catholic Spaniards, as did the Walloons. 

They settled primarily in south eastern England, particularly in London, 

Norwich and Canterbury and were employed especially in silk weaving, the 

New Draperies and market gardening. In the 17th century more Flemish 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/257024?availability=Family%20History%20Library


 

immigrants arrived with the Dutch to drain the fens of East Anglia 

(Beharrell).[10] 

Huguenot, Walloon and Flemish Records 

The Flemish, Huguenot and Walloon refugees were the only groups allowed to 

have separate churches before 1642, and this was in order to conduct 

services in their own languages. The very active Huguenot Society has 

published and indexed most of the important records of all three groups, and 

these have also been filmed and extracted onto the IGI. The Huguenot 

services and records were, of-course, in French and the most important 

church was that in Threadneedle Street, London where most refugees 

gathered when they first arrived. Typically they presented a character 

reference, as was common in many English Nonconformist groups when 

moving to another congregation. Should they not be in good standing then a 

public repentance was made and they were subsequently admitted to 

membership. These first records are, then, usually in family groups and state 

where in France the immigrants came from. 

Other French churches opened in London to serve the needs of recently 

arrived Huguenots, and by 1700 there were 23 there, but as families became 

anglicized they gradually closed. The sole survivor is a French church in Soho 

Square which is the ‘descendant’ of the one in Threadneedle Street and holds 

the archives of several of these London churches. London was by far the most 

important centre for French-speaking refugees, between one half and three-

quarters of the Huguenots locating there. They were concentrated in the two 

areas mentioned above, Westminster and Spitalfields, and the large number 

of churches so close together creates a great problem for genealogists since 

members moved from one to the other quite indiscriminately. 

Over 100 immigrant Protestant congregations were established in England 

during Elizabeth I’s reign. The main congregations outside London established 

in the south-east and have good registers extant: 

 Essex—at Colchester and Thorpe-le-Soken. 

 Hampshire—at Southampton. 

 Kent—at Canterbury, Dover, Faversham and Sandwich. Settlement at 

Faversham was encouraged because the gunpowder industry needed the 

superior French expertise. 

 Norfolk—at Norwich. 

 Suffolk—at Ipswich. 

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/England_Nonconformist_Church_Records#cite_note-10


 

 Sussex—at Rye. 

 and in the south west, having few records extant: 

 Devon—at Barnstaple, Bideford, Dartmouth, Exeter, Plymouth and 

Stonehouse. 

 Gloucestershire—at Bristol 

 

Some Walloons had their own chapels and all known records have been 

published by the Huguenot Society, whilst the records of others are in the 

parish registers. The Huguenot Library is a joint one for the French 

Hospital and the Huguenot Society of London. 

It holds thousands of books, periodicals and transcripts of other manuscripts 

and a collection of over 900 Huguenot pedigrees and will abstracts. Much 

material has been microfilmed, for example at the country level on the 

FamilySearch Catalogue a search for ENGLAND + HUGUENOT produces over 

200 items, and there are many more at the county and town levels. 

Huguenot, Walloon and Flemish Registers 

The French registers are easy to read with the aid of a simple guide such as 

the FHL Genealogical Word List - French. However, the dates and names need 

to be carefully noted. 

 Dates. During the 17th century there was a difference of 10 days 

between French and English dates, and from 1700-1752 the difference 

was 11 days. This was because France had adopted the new Gregorian 

calendar in 1582 but England waited until 1752. Thus the English 12th 

August was 22nd August in France. Also, the year started on 1st January 

in France and most of Europe whilst England continued to use 25th March 

until 1752. Thus one has to be careful with dates between January 1st and 

March 24th in order to assign them to the correct modern-style year. As 

an example, the French 16 February 1688 would be the English 6 

February 1687, and to avoid confusion can be written 6/16 Feb 1687/8. 

Not all of the Huguenot refugees, or the record keepers in England, can be 

expected to have sorted these out or bothered to change their birthdays! 

 Names. Considerable care has to be taken with the interpretation of 

names as they are rendered in the registers. They were written as they 

were heard - for example French places and names by Englishmen, and 

English place names by French speakers. One name may have several 

variants even in one register, including translations, such 



 

as Happy from Lheureux, or Jaques du Bois becoming James Wood, and 

all manner of misspellings, such as Lacklead arising from the French de la 

Clide. A useful feature of the Huguenot records is that French women 

retain their maiden names throughout their lives. 

The French churches all have baptism and marriage registers but not burial 

registers as none had their own burial grounds. Most, if not all by now, have 

been transcribed and published by the Huguenot Society and the originals 

filmed. As examples, there are four films, starting at FHL film 0466707, for 

the London Walloon Church, Threadneedle Street, and several French 

Spitalfields churches starting in 1687 are filmed and have indexed printouts. 

The contents of the published registers can be exemplified by the Walloon or 

Strangers’ Church in Canterbury edited by Hovenden on FHL films 0086956-

7 containing: 

 Baptisms 1581-1837. 

 Marriages 1590-1747. 

 Deaths 1581-1715. 

 Abstracts of marriage contracts 1580-1680. 

 Abstracts of wills 1586-1704 and possibly later. 

 Abstracts of miscellaneous documents undated and 1586-1683. 

 Baptismal register of the Malt House Church 1710-1823 including one 

marriage 1744. 

 Index. 

French registers contain more information than typical contemporaneous 

English ones. In the Baptisms the mother’s maiden name and names of two 

godparents (usually relatives) are given on baptisms. Examples from the 

church in Canterbury quoted above follow in the chart below. Marriage 

registers often state where the bride and groom were born as well as noting 

fathers’ and mothers’ names, in addition to the typical information expected 

in English registers. Burials of Huguenots were usually in Anglican 

churchyards thus they appear in the parish registers of the areas surrounding 

their own congregations. Some can be found in the early nonconformist 

cemetery at Bunhill Fields, London. 

Other Records of Huguenots 

There are three very helpful other records made in the French churches and 

all have been published by the Huguenot Society and filmed: 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/31284?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/296860?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/296860?availability=Family%20History%20Library


 

Témoignages—Certificates of sound doctrine and good behaviour from their 

previous congregation presented to the new one. These are the most 

important of the documents after the registers as they state when the family 

arrived and from whence. Those for the London Walloon Church, 

Threadneedle Street 1669-1789 have been published by W. and S. Minet and 

are also on FHL film 0466698. 

Reconnaissances—Profession of Calvinistic faith in lieu of a témoignage 

which were not able to be presented after the 1685 Revocation of the Edict of 

Nantes. Some 3,000 of these are available for the prime years of 1686-1688 

in the Acts of the Threadneedle Street congregation alone. 

Abjurations—These were conversions from Roman Catholicism and were 

comparatively rare. 

A fascinating series of manuscripts reporting on visits during 1879-1883 by 

church representatives to the lapsed members of their congregations in 

London’s east end has been described by Gandy (1997). 

Huguenot Charities 

A number of charities were established by Huguenots to assist members in 

difficulties, especially the nearly destitute late-17th century refugees, by the 

French Committee from 1681-1704. Records of some have been published by 

the Huguenot Society in their Quarto Series) or in their annual Proceedings, 

both of which are on film. The Huguenot Library has much more unpublished 

charity material as well. 

Marmoy’s splendid series on the vast records of the French Protestant 

Hospital called La Providence, at Rochester in Kent was published in the 

Quarto Series as volumes 52 and 53. It has extracts relating to all inmates 

and unsuccessful applicants 1718-1957 as well as for the Coqueau Charity 

1745-1901, with details such as appear below. 

The Friendly Benefit Society of Bethnal Green, Middlesex was one of the 

Huguenot Friendly Societies whose object was to grant weekly allowances to 

sick members, an allowance at death of members and their wives, and a 

retirement pension. An example from the records appears in below. 

Court Books of the Weavers’ Company 

This City of London craft guild had a large French membership heavily 

concentrated in the Spitalfields area of east London and their records can be 

very useful, not only for details of their work, but for family relationships. 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/31284?availability=Family%20History%20Library


 

Huguenot Family Histories, Pedigrees and 
Probate 

There are a huge number of Huguenot family histories and Wagner collected 

about 900 Huguenot pedigrees, both sources being well represented in the 

FHL. A large number of Huguenots left wills, many of which have been 

indexed and abstracted by Wagner and are at the Huguenot Library. 

Huguenot Publications 

Gwynn’s two publications (Records of Huguenots in the British Isles, pages 1-

9 in Volume F, World Conference on Records and Genealogical Seminar, Salt 

Lake City, Utah, USA 5-8 August 1969. Genealogical Society of Utah. FHL 

fiche 6039361(1) and Huguenot Heritage: The History and Contribution of the 

Huguenots in Britain. Routledge) , Currer-Briggs and Gambier (Huguenot 

Ancestry. Phillimore, 1985), and Delaforce (Undated, about 1981.Family 

History Research Vol I “The French Connection”. Regency Press, London.) are 

good places to start, and Kershaw and Pearsall (Immigrants and Aliens).A 

Guide to Sources on UK immigration and citizenship. PRO Publications, 2000) 

have details of the PRO holdings. The Huguenot and Walloon Research 

Association are about to publish a valuable index to the French Protestant 

Hospital records and a Guide to Protestant Ancestry Research, an article by 

Tsushima describes their work. 

The Huguenot Society of London has lead the way in gathering and publishing 

records of a particular religious group. The Proceedings run from 1885 and 

their record series (the Quarto Series) from 1887 to date, many giving 

complete transcriptions of archive material, for example the Returns of 

Aliens, Denizations and Naturalizations and Oaths of Naturalization from the 

PRO, and all of the London French church registers. Both the Quarto 

Series and the Proceedings are on film and there is a comprehensive (but not 

all-name) index by Marmoy (General Index to the Proceedings and the Quarto 

Series of Publications of the Huguenot Society of London, 1885-1985. 

Huguenot Society. FHL book 942.1 C42m). Ramsay-Sharp (Huguenot 

Surname Index Quarto Series Volumes 1-40. Society of Australian 

Genealogists) has completely surname-indexed volumes 1-40 of the Quarto 

Series.[12] 

This Protestant group began in France then spread to England as its members 

fled persecution. Huguenots began keeping records as early as 1567; 

however, few pre-1684 records still exist. 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/17515?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/17515?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/501804?availability=Family%20History%20Library
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/England_Nonconformist_Church_Records#cite_note-12


 

After arriving in England many Huguenots changed their names from French 

to English. For example, the French surname LeBlanc may have changed to 

White. 

Until 1754, Huguenots often recorded their marriages in both Huguenot and 

Church of England registers. None were recorded in Huguenot registers after 

that date. The Huguenot Society has transcribed and published most of their 

original church records. Contact them at: 

 The Huguenot Society 

University College London  

Gower Street  

London WC1E 6BT England 

Just about all of the published Huguenot records are held at the Family 

History Library and are listed in the library's catalogue under: 

 Huguenot Society of Great Britain and Ireland 

 Huguenot Society of London 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.huguenotsociety.org.uk/
https://www.familysearch.org/#form=catalog
https://www.familysearch.org/#form=catalog
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results#count=20&query=%2Bauthor_id%3A481284
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/results#count=20&query=%2Bauthor_id%3A399980


 

Dates for Catholics in England 
 

1534 HENRY VIII’s ACT OF SUPREMACY took control of  the Church in England, 
severing the administrative links between England and the Church of Rome (schism). 

1559-1569 BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER and THIRTY-NINE ARTICLES  
Elizabeth established Church of England as doctrinally different from Rome 
(heresy). 

1570 POPE PIUS V excommunicated Queen Elizabeth and anyone who attended 
services of the new Church 

1661-1665 The CLARENDON CODE was a series of four acts designed to settle the religious 
problems of the Restoration, and support the Church of England. 

1685 Charles II died and his Brother, by then a Catholic, became James II 
Rome appointed John Leyburn as Vicar Apostolic – effectively a Bishop for 
England & Wales. 

1688 Leyburn confirmed ca 20,000 Papists largely in the north of England 
1689 THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION and James II, (who was sympathetic to the followers 

of Rome) goes into exile. 
1689 THE TOLERATION ACT allowed concessions to non-conformists, but NOT papists.. 
1705,1706 RETURNS OF PAPISTS 
1715 Jacobite Rising 
1715,1717 PAPISTS ESTATES Roman Catholics were required by two Acts to register their 

names and estates with the Justices of the Peace of the county in which they 
resided. 

1754 LORD HARDWICK'S MARRIAGE ACT - To be legally valid, marriages had to be 
conducted by an authorised Anglican Minister in a licensed Anglican church. Quakers 
and Jews were exempted from the terms of this. 

1767 RETURN OF PAPISTS - detailed returns for the Diocese of Chester. 
1780 CATHOLIC RELIEF ACT (1) Allowed Catholics to own and inherit property and 

removed the punishment of perpetual imprisonment for the practise of their religion. 
1791 CATHOLIC RELIEF ACT (2) allowed Catholic clergy, chapels, schools and school 

teachers to be registered with the Justices of the Peace 
1829 CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION ACT enabled Roman Catholics to worship freely. 
1836 CIVIL REGISTRATION - BMD  These Acts enabled non-conformists (including RCs) 

to have marriage ceremonies in their own chapels, provided the chapel was 
registered, and the Registrar attended. 

1837 A ROYAL COMMISSION invited non-conformist churches to deposit their early 
registers at the Public Record Office. Blackburn, St Alban's, was the only Catholic 
chapel in Lancashire to send its registers - on the mistaken understanding that they 
would be returned.. 

1850 Catholic hierarchy (Bishops) restored, dioceses established. Could not have the 
same title as an existing CE Diocese, so Diocese of Salford, the CE Diocese of 
Manchester was erected in 1847. 

1880 BURIAL LAWS AMENDMENT ACT 1880 permitted burials in Anglican churchyards 
without the Anglican service, provided notice given. 

1898 THE MARRIAGE ACT enabled non-conformist churches to request an Authorised 
Person from their congregation to act as a Registrar of Marriages. Catholic chapels 
tended not to use this facility until after the Second Vatican Council, ca 1970. 

1909 Papal document "Ne Temere" clarified and unified the laws relating to the marriage 
of Catholics in the Catholic Church, worldwide. 

1919 Establishment of Catholic Parishes in England and Wales. 
 
 
 
 



 

Last Fifty Years 
The last fifty years have seen changes in many areas that affect Catholics.  The Second Vatican 
Council, and Ecumenism.  Discussions between the Catholic and Anglican Churches - ARCIC1 and 
ARCIC2. 
The revision of the civil marriage laws (and others).  The acceptance by the Catholic Church of the 
appointment of Authorised Persons for the civil part of the marriage ceremony.   
The problems of authority within the Anglican Church  led to the establishment by Rome of the 
Ordinate of Our Lady of Walsingham for ‘traditional’ Anglican clergy who join the Catholic 
community. 
The number of people attending church is falling in the Catholic Church as well as other churches.  
This is leading to the restructuring of dioceses and parishes. 
Data Protection will affect the availability of Catholic records.  The Bishops of England and Wales 
announced a closure period of 110 years for Catholic Sacramental Records on 2015. 
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BAPTISM 

Die 31 Decembris 1894 natus, et die 1 Januarii 1895 baptizatus est Jacobus 
Bright, filius Jacobi et Mariae Bright (olim Saunders) conjugum: 

A me M.Byrne Rect. Miss., [vel Miss. Apos., vel Miss. Coad.] 
Patrinus fuit Timotheus Russell Matrina fuit Maria Ward 

This translates roughly as 

On 31 December 1894 was born, and on 1 January 1895 was baptised James 
BRIGHT, son of James and Mary BRIGHT (formerly SAUNDERS), married: by me 
M.Byrne Miss. Rect, or Miss. Apos. or Miss. Coad. Godfather was Timothy 
RUSSELL; Godmother was Mary WARD. 

 

MARRIAGE 

Anno 1917 die 31 mensis Julii, Ego J. Boardman in Matrimonio conjunxi Jacobus 
Bright (Bury) filium Jacobi et Mariae Bright et Aliciam Jones (Openshaw Fold) 
filiam Gulielmi et Annae Trickett. 
Praesentibus   ) Jacobo Burns (talis loco) 
testibus ) Maria Burns (talis loco) 

J. Boardman Rector Miss, [vel Miss. Apos. vel Miss. Coad] 

This translates roughly as 

On 31 July 1917,1, J. Boardman, joined in marriage James Bright (of Bury), son 
of 
James and Mary Bright, and Alice Jones (of Openshaw Fold) daughter of William 
and 
Ann Trickett. 
In the Presence )        James Burns (of place) 
Witnesses         )        Mary Burns (of place) 

J. Boardman Miss. Rect, [or Miss. Apos. or Miss. Coad] 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BURIAL (Liber Defunctorum) 

Anno 1951 die 26 mensis Decembris, in communione S Matris Ecclesia, aetatis 
57, anima Deo reddidit Joanna Smith filia Joanni et Mariae Jones, et conjux 
Thomae Smith, Rdo Dno Joanne Brady confessario probate confessa, 
Sanctissimoque Viatico refecta et sacro Olei unctione roborata per Rdum Dnum 
Joanne Brady; cujus corpus anno 1951 die 31 mensis Dec. in coemeterio publico 
apud Bury sepultum est. 

[Thoma Connor signature] 

This translates roughly as 

On 26 December 1951, in communion with Holy Mother Church, aged 57, 
returned her soul to God, Jane Smith, daughter of John and Mary Jones, and 
spouse of Thomas Smith. She confessed to Rev. Fr. John Brady, an approved 
confessor, and received the Most Holy Viaticum and was strengthened by 
anointing with sacred Oil by Rev. Fr. John Brady, whose body on 31 Dec 1951 in 
the public cemetery in Bury, was buried. 

Thomas Connor. 

ANNOTATIONS - Examples of Annotations that may be found include, 

 
(privm. domi) Caerem. suppleta sunt d. 
20 Augusti a me Henr. F. Roche. 

(Private [baptism] at home) Ceremonies 
supplied 20 August by me Henry F Roche 

conditionate Conditional 

conversa ad fidem Convert to the Faith 

Cum dispensatione bannorum With dispensation of banns 

Cum dispensatione mixta religione With dispensation for mixed religions 

Ipse mat. contraxit cum Aliciam JONES 
filia Gulielmi et Annae TRICKETT die 31 
Oct 1927 in eccles Sti. Josephi apud 
Bury. Praes Test Jacobo BURNS et Maria 
BURNS (T.F.) 

This person contracted marriage with 
Alice JONES, daughter of William and Ann 
TRICKETT on 31 Oct 1927 in the church 
of St Joseph, Bury. Witnesses James 
BURNS and Mary BURNS (t.f) 

Matrimonium contraxit; post 
matrimonium civile, cum Jacobo Edwin 
BROOKS, in Ecclesia Stae Walburgae 
apud Chester, die 13 Decembris 1952 

Contracted marriage, following a civil 
marriage, with James Edwin BROOKS, in 
the church of St Walburge, Chester, 13 
December 1952.  

Individual priests will have similar but different annotations, according to the 
circumstances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

LATIN NAMES 

There was no standard list for translating English names into Latin. Each priest had 
his own versions and they may change with time. The ones below are a rough guide. 

Andreas Andrew Agneta Agnes 
Carolus Charles Anna Ann, Anna, Anne, 
Dionysius Dennis Hannah, Nancy 
Gulielmus William Birgitta Bridget 
Jacobus James Joanna Jane, Joan, Jean, Janet 
Joannes John Maria Mary, Marie, Maria 

Ellena  } {Ellen, Eleanor 
Helena } {Helen, Aileen 
 

Transcribe the entry in Latin as written, then match the names to the ones you 
expect in your family. ONLY use lists as a last resort. 
 

INTERNET 

Catholic Family History Society  http://catholicfhs.online/  
 
English Catholic History site, leading to several related sites -www.catholic-
history.org.uk  
 

Latin Dictionary and Grammar Aid www.nd.edu/%7Earchives/latgrammar.htm  
 
North West Catholic History Society www.catholic-history.org.uk/nwchs/index.htm 
includes Family History and Recusant History Handbooks 

20180111

http://catholicfhs.online/
http://www.nd.edu/~archives/latgrammar.htm
http://www.catholic-history.org.uk/nwchs/index.htm
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BOOKS 

GANDY, M. CATHOLIC MISSIONS AND REGISTERS 1700-1880 
Volume 5 North West England (Revised Edition) 1998 

GANDY, M CATHOLIC PARISHES IN ENGLAND, WALES AND 
SCOTLAND, AN ATLAS 

GANDY, M CATHOLIC FAMILY HISTORY:A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF 
GENERAL SOURCES, 1996 

GANDY, M CATHOLIC FAMILY HISTORY:A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF 
LOCAL SOURCES, 1996 

HILTON, J A et al BISHOP LEYBURN'S CONFIRMATION REGISTER OF 
1687. NORTH WEST CATHOLIC HISTORY SOCIETY, 1997 
  
(Separate Index independently published) 

MITCHINSON, A J. THE RETURN OF THE PAPISTS FOR THE DIOCESE 
OF CHESTER, 1705, NORTH WEST CATHOLIC HISTORY 
SOCIETY 1986 

WORRALL, E S. RETURNS OF PAPISTS, 1767 VOLUMES 1 (Diocese of 
Chester) AND 2 (rest of England and Wales), CATHOLIC 
RECORD SOCIETY OCCASIONAL PUBLICATIONS Nos 1 
(1980) and 2 (1989)  

(Vol. 1 has separate index independently published ) 

HILTON, J A CATHOLIC LANCASHIRE, PHILLIMORE, 1994 

ROWLANDS. MARIE B CATHOLICS OF TOWN AND PARISH 1558-1778 
CATHOLIC RECORD SOCIETY, 1999 

CHAPMAN. C R MARRIAGE LAWS. RITES, RECORDS AND CUSTOMS 
CHAPTER 5, LOCHlN PUBLISHING, 1997 

GANDY, WALLACE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION OATH ROLLS, 1696,  
SOCIETY OF GENEALOGISTS, 1985 

 

ADDRESSES 

CATHOLIC FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY (North West) Mrs J, SMITH,10 IRVING CLOSE, WOODSMOOR. 
STOCK[PORT,  SK2 7DX 

NORTH WEST CATHOLIC HISTORY SOCIETY, (Secretary ) Mrs Linda Forster, 1 Rydal Avenue, 
Freckleton, Preston,  PR4 1DJ 

CATHOLIC RECORD SOCIETY, (Hon. Sec): Dr J. E. Kelly, Dept. of Theology and Religion, Durham University, 
Abbey House Palace Green, Durham, DH1 3RS 

CATHOLIC ARCHIVES SOCIETY, Sec. Ms S MASPERO, 50A GORDON ROAD, FARCHAM, HAMPSHIRE, 
PO16 7SP 

 
The web site  www.catholic-history.org.uk includes pages for the above societies. 
 
ENGLISH CATHOLIC HISTORY ASSOCIATION,  Mrs A. HODGES, 45 HIGH STREET, STOKE sub 

HAMDON, SOMERSET  TA14 6PR 
 www.echa.org.uk  
 

http://www.catholic-history.org.uk/
http://www.echa.org.uk/
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Further reading 

M Gandy, Catholic parishes in England, Wales and Scotland: an atlas (M Gandy, 
1993) 

M Gandy, Catholic Missions and Registers 1700-1880 (6 volumes) (M Gandy, 1998) 

M Gandy, Tracing Catholics (PRO, 2001) 

D Shorney, Protestant Nonconformity and Roman Catholicism: a guide to sources in 
the Public Record Office (PRO, 1996) 

Steel, D J, Sources for Roman Catholic and Jewish Genealogy and Family History 

(Society of Genealogists by Phillimore, 1974) 

See also the multiple volumes of Calendar of State Papers, Domestic published by 

various publishers including PRO. 

Websites 

Catholic Websites 

 
General Sources 

  

Ancestry - U.S. Catholic Sources  

  
Catholic Calendar Page 

  
Catholic Encyclopaedia: Ecclesiastical Abbreviations  

  
Catholic Family History 

  
Catholic Newspapers Online  

  
Catholic-Hierarchy 

  
Dioceses Around the World  

  
History of the Papacy  

  
Local Catholic Church and Family History - Genealogical Research Guide  

  

Local Catholic Church History and Genealogy Research Guide and Worldwide 

Directory 

  

Roman Catholic Registers and Records-  Gen Guide 

  
The Catholic Directory 

  
The Catholic Encyclopaedia  

  
The Catholic Gene ~ Exploring our Catholic family history  

  
The Catholic Heritage Archive - FindMyPast 

  
The Catholic Record (Google News Archive)  

   
18 issues, Jan 14, 1881 - Sep 17, 1910. 

  
US Catholic Diocese Addresses 

  
Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia - Calendar of Saints  

  
Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia - Traditional Catholic Calendar  

    

 
Australia 

  
CBERSS - Personal History Index (PHIND) 

   

Computerised index detailing the location of records held in Australia for former child 
migrants to Catholic Homes between 1938 and 1965. 

https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=3039&cj=1&netid=cj&o_xid=0001029688&o_lid=0001029688&o_sch=Affiliate+External
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79144
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79146
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=353040
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=396605
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79148
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79153
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79154
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=396751
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79155
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79155
https://www.genguide.co.uk/source/roman-catholic-registers-and-records/30/
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79156
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79145
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=353444
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/catholicrecords?ds_kid=43700028819077977&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIw5qBpZ7i2QIVY7XtCh1TcgBLEAAYASAAEgKOtvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds&dclid=CMHm58Gf4tkCFZREGwodqQ0DFw
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=406047
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79161
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79162
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79163
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79268
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Australia and Oceania  

  

Women of Vision - Index and History of Nuns and Sisters of the Catholic 
Church in Australia, 1838 - 1918  

    

 

Canada 

  

Diocèse de Montréal 

  

Guide to Quebec Catholic Parishes and Published Parish Marriage Records 

  

Canada 

  

St. Peter’s Abbey 

   
Muenster, Saskatchewan 

  

The Catholic (Google News Archive) 

   
51 issues, Oct 22, 1830 - Oct 14, 1831. Kingston, Upper Canada. 

    

    

 

England & Wales 

  

Catholic Church in England & Wales  

  

Catholic Records Society 

  

Genealogy Quest - A True and Perfect Return of All Papists Convicted in the 
North Riding of the County of York, 1716  

  

Genealogy Quest - convicted papists - Rydale, Pickering Lyth, Whitby 
Strand and Hang East Wapentakes 

  

Catholic Recusants 

  

The Old Roman Catholic Church in Great Britain  

    

 

Irish Catholics 

  

Catholic Parish Registers at the NLI 

   

Images from the NLI’s collection of Catholic parish register microfilms. The registers 
contain records of baptisms and marriages from the majority of Catholic parishes in 
Ireland and Northern Ireland up to 1880. 

  

Catholic Diocese of Limerick  

  

Ireland, Catholic Parish Registers, 1655-1915 - Ancestry 

  

What Church Records are Available on-line - Irish Genealogy  

  
 

 

 

Scotland 

  

Catholic Church Records - Glasgows Family History  

  

catholic-heritage.net - Scottish Catholic Heritage at home and abroad 

  

Catholic Parish Registers | National Records of Scotland  

    

 

Societies and Groups 

  

Catholic Family History Society  

  

Catholic Record Society 

   

The Catholic Record Society was founded in 1904 to make available the material 
necessary for the study of the Roman Catholic history of England and Wales since 
Reformation. 

  

Midland Catholic History Society  

   

England. Incorporating the Staffordshire Catholic History Society, Worcestershire Catholic 
History Society, and the Federated Western Marches Recusant Society. 

  

The North West Catholic History Society  

   

England. Promotes the study of the history of the Catholic Church in the region west of the 

Pennines, the old counties of Cheshire, Cumberland, Lancashire, and Westmorland. 

  

The Postgate Society 

   
England. Catholic History in the Diocese of Middlesbrough. 

https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79251
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=390167
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=390167
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79238
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79244
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79252
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=407140
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=406043
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79224
http://catholicrecordsociety.co.uk/
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=311818
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=311818
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=312850
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=312850
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79263
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=316057
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=387516
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79228
https://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=61039
https://www.irishgenealogy.ie/en/irish-records-what-is-available/church-records
https://www.glasgowfamilyhistory.org.uk/ExploreRecords/Pages/Catholic-Church-Records.aspx
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79230
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/catholic-parish-registers
http://catholicfhs.online/
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=399902
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79336
http://www.nwcatholichistory.org.uk/
https://www.cyndislist.com/openurl/?url=79341
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https://catholicfhs.wordpress.com/ 

https://catholicfhs.wordpress.com/tag/lancashire/ 

http://www.catholic-history.org.uk/cfhs/ 

http://echoesofliverpool.com/?page_id=56 

http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/religion-in-london/resource-guides/roman-

catholics.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lancashire Family History & Heraldry Society 

Chorley Research Centre at Astley Hall Farmhouse 

Opening times 
First & Third Saturdays Noon—4:00pm 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10:00am—4:00pm 

Last appointment 3:00pm 

Booking advisable—Tel. 01257 231 600 (When centre is open),   
Tel 01257 262 028 (When centre is closed) 

or  
Book in line at - Chorley Family History Research Centre Website – www.cfhrc.com 

 
Research Enquires - chorleyresearch@lffhs.org.uk 

 
Chorley Branch Website - www.lfhhschorleybranch.com 

 
LFHHS 

President – Steve Williams 
Society Website – www.lfhhs.org.uk 

Reg. Charity Number - 513437 
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https://catholicfhs.wordpress.com/tag/lancashire/
http://www.catholic-history.org.uk/cfhs/
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http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/religion-in-london/resource-guides/roman-catholics.htm
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