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Civil Registration 

 Started in England and Wales – 1837 

 Started in Scotland – 1855 

 Started in Ireland – 1864 

 Marriages for the Church of Ireland only from 1845 

 

In England, Wales and Northern Ireland 

 We can only view the Indexes not the certificates 

 These are arranged in yearly quarters in alphabetical order 

 After 1984 the indexes are arranged alphabetically for the whole 
year  

 Indexes on Fiche are available at Manchester Central Library. 

 Indexes can be viewed online here at the Research Centre, Astley 
Hall Farmhouse and at most Libraries. 

 New indexes have been done and they are available on line at 
LancashireBMD, CheshireBMD, etc. 

 We will look at these in more detail next week 

 

The on-line registration indexes for England and Wales cover from 
1837 to  

                   Ancestry   Find My   FreeBMD     GRO 

Past 

Birth          2005  2006  1975  1917 

Marriage       2005      2008     1976      1942  

Death           2007    2007      1975     1967 
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In Scotland 

 Certificates can be accessed and ordered on line and cost £1.50 
each and contain the full certificate detail but are not a legal 
document 

 You can go to the Scotland’s People Centre in Edinburgh and do 
your own research, which is all computerised, for a 2 hour free 
taster session and £15 per day and 30p per copy 

 There are time limits on what you can print off – 100 years for 
births, 75 years for deaths & 50 years for marriages – but you can 
copy these registration documents down by hand 

 

Do I need to buy every certificate for every member of the 
family? 

NO 
 By combining information from the registration indexes with 

newspaper reports, photographs and census data you can gather 
together a lot of information about your family 

 

Irish Records 

 Irish records have their own system as well. The records of births, 
marriages and deaths for all of Ireland up to 1921, and for Eire 
since 1921 are held at: 

 Register General 
Joyce House 
8/11 Lombard Street East 
Dublin 2 

 The online indexes for Eire can be found at Ancestry and Find My 
Past (1845 – 1958) 

 Records for Northern Ireland since 1921 are at: 

 Oxford House 
49/55 Chichester Street 
Belfast 
BT1 4HL 

 The indexes can be searched at https://geni.nidirect.gov.uk/ 
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Isle of Man 

 Civil registration of marriages started in 1849, of births and deaths 

in 1878. The records are at Register Offices in Douglas, Peel, 
Castletown and Ramsey 

 Addresses are in the talk notes 

 You can search the indexes online at https://www.manxbmd.com/ 

 

Channel Isles 

 The official records of Births, Marriages and Deaths of all twelve 
parishes in Jersey commenced in August 1842 

 Guernsey commenced in 1840 except that marriages in the 
Established Church were not recorded until 1919 

 Alderney Births and deaths started in 1850 and marriages in 1886 

 Sark BMD’s started in 1925 

 No indexes for these are available on line but quite a lot of church 
records are at Ancestry and FindMyPast for example 
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 The addresses to write to are 

 Jersey 

 The Superintendent Registrar, 

10 Royal Square, 
St. Helier, 

JE2 4WA, 
Jersey, 

Channel Islands.  

Office Hours 9.00 - 12.30 p.m.  

 Guernsey 

 HM Greffier, 
The Royal Court House, 

St Peter Port, 
GY1 2PB, 

Guernsey,  
Channel Islands.  

Office Hours 9.00 – 5.00 p.m. 

 Alderney 
 Court Office 

QEII Street 

Alderney 
GY9 3TB 

  
01481 822817 

 
email: alderneyregisters@gov.gg 

 
 Sark 

 The Greffe 
Las Chasse Marette 

Sark 
GY9 0SF 

 
Office hours are 2-4p.m. Tuesday. Wednesday & Friday 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:deborah.burgess@gov.gg
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Birth Registration 

What information can we get from a birth certificate? 

 

 

 

 Registration District , Sub District and  County / Borough 

 Entry number for that book 

 Date & Place of birth 

 If a time entered check for multiple births.  

 (Not Scotland as all births have time of birth.) 

 Name of child 

 Sex of child 

 Name and Surname of the Father 

 If blank suggests illegitimacy  

 Name and Surname of Mother plus her maiden name 

 Rank and Profession of Father (Occupation) 

 Informant & relationship to child and address 

 Date of registration 

 Registrar’s name, signature and status 
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Where do we go from here? 

 Once we have a mother’s maiden name we can start looking for a 

marriage in the indexes 

 Start with the quarter in which the child was born, if you know / 
think it is the eldest, and work backwards 

 By using both surnames, and the same reference number, we can 
double check that we have the right marriage 

 

 

 

 

 

Same Year and quarter, Matching names, Same District, Same Volume and Same Page 

 

 These days it is not necessary to do this cross checking but this is 
what is happening when the computer does it for you  

 But errors sometimes occur 

 There are two people in a marriage and normally two 
marriages per page 

 So there should be 4 names with the same volume / page 
number combination 

 However you often see 3 or 5 names 

 This is mainly down to transcription errors 

 

 

 

 

 



President Tony Foster                                       Web-Site: www.lfhhs.org.uk                                    Reg. Charity No. 513437 

 

 If the mother had been married before it will give her former 
married name(s) and her maiden name. 

 

 

 

 This will lead you to a second marriage. 

 In this case the father was also widowed but there is no indication 
of a former marriage. 

 

Marriage Registration 

What information can we get from a Marriage Certificate? 

 

 

 

 Registration District 

 Place at which the marriage took place and in which county 

 Entry number for that book 

 Date of marriage 

 Groom’s name, age, condition (bachelor, widower etc.), rank or 
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profession (Occupation), residence at time of marriage, father’s 
name and rank/profession & whether deceased 

 Bride’s name, age, condition (spinster, widow etc.), rank or 
profession (Occupation), residence at time of marriage, father’s 
name and rank/profession & whether deceased 

 Church Denomination 

 After Banns, by Licence, by Certificate 

 Signatures of bride, groom and witnesses 

 Signature of Authorised person or Registrar 

 Details of who issued the copy and when 

 

BUT 

You do need to know the church where the happy couple were 
married or what religion they were for the registrars to have a 
chance of finding the certificate 

Of course, at the moment, many places are registering as 
marriage venues so in the future many more place names will be 
required 

 

Where do we go from here? 

 If either the Bride or Groom is widowed, then we can look for an 
earlier marriage. 

 For a widowed bride the surname given will be that of her former 
husband. 

 

 

 

 For the Groom and the Bride we have their age, so we can 

calculate the year of birth. 

 Thus we can search for a birth certificate. 
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Death Registration 

What information do we get from a Death Certificate? 

 

 

 

 Registration District, Sub District and County / Borough 

 Entry number for that book 

 Date and Place of death 

 Place of death 

 Name and Surname of Person who has died 

 Sex of Person who has died 

 Age of Person who has died 

 Former address and Rank/Profession (Occupation) of Person 
who has died 

 Cause of death and who certified death 

 Name, status and residence of informant 

 Date of registration of death 

 Name and signature of Registrar 

 Detail of who issued the copy the copy entry detail and when 
the copy was done 
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Civil Registration - Tweakings 

 1866 – death indexes give age at death 

 

 

 

 1875 – parents are made responsible for registering birth 

 1875 – the father of an illegitimate child has to be present at the 
registry office if the mother wants the father’s surname on 
certificate 

 Sep 1911 – maiden name of the mother is put in the birth indexes 

 

 

 

 Sep 1911 – surname of the other spouse is put in the marriage 
indexes 
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 1969 – date of birth recorded in death indexes 

 

 

 

Recent Changes 

 The age of the deceased is recorded in the death indexes before 
1866 and is now available online 

 The maiden name of the mother in the birth indexes before Sep 
1911 is also online 

 But more of this next week 

 

 

Lancashire Family History & Heraldry Society 

Chorley Research Centre at Astley Hall Farmhouse 

Opening times 
Saturday Noon—4:00pm 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10:00am—4:00pm 

Last appointment 3:00pm 

Booking advisable—Tel. 01257 231 600 (Answer phone when centre is closed) 
Research Enquires - chorleyresaerch@lffhs.org.uk 

Website—www.lfhhschorleybranch.com 
 

LFHHS 
President – Steve Williams 

Society Website – www.lfhhs.org.uk 
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