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Little more than common sense! 
 Start your research with yourself and work backwards 

 Do not start with Napoleon and work towards yourself! 

 

 
If you start with your potential ancestor, 

the lines of research quickly grows 
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And grows 

 
And grows 
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Research more than one line. 

 When you get stuck with one line, and you will, you can swap to 

another. 

 I study eight 

 Chapman 

 Thornton 

 Willis 

 Ferguson 

 Medd  

 Brown 

 Beatty 

 Craig 

 Plus a few others 

 Boyd 

 Capstick 

 Patterson 

 etc. 

 When you return to the stuck line you might find that 

 You have gained more experience 

 More records have become available 

 Especially on the internet  

 New possibilities have occurred to you 

 

Use the records in combination. 
 A birth certificate leads to a marriage. 

 Childs surname with mothers maiden name plus approximate 

date. 

 A marriage certificate leads to a birth. 

 Father’s name, date of marriage and age can lead to the birth 

of the bride & groom.  

 All supported by the census 

 Gives family groups  
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 But don’t restrict your self to just these! 

 What else can we use? 

 Church records 

 MI’s 

 Quarter Sessions 

 Newspapers 

 Wills and Probate  

 Poor Law 

 Directories 

 Electoral Registers 

 Military Records 

 Migration Records 

 School Records 

 Criminal Records 

 Hospital Record 

 Etc.  

 

Be sure that you have your facts right! 
 Does everything tie in with what you already know? 

 A discrepancy could mean that you have selected the wrong 

one. 

 If not can you reasonably account for the differences? 

 We all know that ages and birth places can vary from census 

to census but don’t jump to the idea that you have the 

correct one. 

 Might another source better fit the facts? 

 Look again! 

 Do other sources confirm your deductions? 
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Example 

 In the 1911 census Thomas Brown says he was born in Chorley 

and his age indicates he was born in 1859. From other evidence 
we know this is correct. He was in Nottingham and his wife was 
Elizabeth. 

 

 
 

 We found three Thomas Brown’s births around 1860 in Chorley.  
 

 
 

Which is the correct Birth?  

 

Where do we go from here? 
 

 Then we looked at 1901 and 1891 censuses 
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That has complicated things.  

 

Which is the correct Birth and which is the correct 

Census?  

 

 We are fortunate that the birth entry on Lancashire BMD 

gives the mother’s maiden name. (We could have also 

used the GRO site as well.) 

 

 
 

 I can see that Thomas Catterall Brown is probably the same as 
Thomas Casterall Brown on Ancestry births 

 and Thomas C Brown in the 1901 Census 
 but is he the same one in the 1911 Census which we know is 

correct? 
 
 
 

 

 



President Steve Williams                                  Web-Site: www.lfhhs.org.uk                                    Reg. Charity No. 513437 

 

Where do we go from here? 
 

 We could find the names of the Parents of each potential Thomas. 
 

 
 

 The Marriages on LancashireBMD. 
 You can see where Catterall came from but according to this he 

was not given it as a middle name. 
 But has it got me much further? 
 We should be looking at the complete 1911 Census and look for 

other clues. 
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 The census suggests he married about 1878 and he would have 
been 19 years old. 

 He was a Linotype Operator 
 In 1871 he would have been 12.  

 

Could he have started work? 

 

Will he be still home with his parents? 
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 Of the two possible censuses this appears to be him! 

 

Compositor’s boy! 
 

 But his parents are on the previous folio (sheet). 
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 So his parents were Thomas Brown and Alice Slater and his birth 
was registered in the second quarter in 1858. 

 His father was a Manager at a Cotton Weaving Mill. 
 It would have been a good idea to get every census for Thomas 

and his parents. 
 Look in detail at the original census and not just the transcription. 
 It might have made things quicker. 

 
 

A minimum of three legs to a stool! 
 A minimum of three bits of information to prove any fact. 

o Birth 

o Marriage 

o Death 

o Military rank  

o Etc. 

 But any stool can fall if it has a wonky leg.  
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Be sure that you have your facts right! 
 

 Collect all the information about every family member, all 

census’s, births, baptisms, marriages, deaths & burials, 

newspapers, maps, etc. and check that they do not contradict one 

another.  

 Check that you have a full nine months between the children. Look 

for large gaps in the ages of children. Are some missing? 

 

 Check and recheck your facts. 

 I go through the line I am researching again when I return to 

it after a period. It is good practice and reminds me what I 

have done before. 

 

Do not trust anything. 
 Family tales could turn out to be completely wrong! 

 Other people’s research should not be trusted! 

 All transcriptions have errors! 

 Even primary records can contain downright lies! 

 

 All of these are wrong 
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Cannot find …. I keep hearing this call 
 If you cannot find something on one website then try another and 

then another. 

 The transcription done on one site might be done more 

accurately on one or another. 

 When entering information into the search boxes don’t put in too 

much information. 

 Keep it simple and add in more detail if you get too many results.  

 If you still cannot find it try putting in the same data but in a 

different way. 

 Arthur Norman Tweedale 

 Arthur N Tweedale 

 Arthur Tweedale 

 A N Tweedale 

 A Tweedale 

 Arthur Norman Tweedle 

 Arthur Norman Tweedie 

 … 

 Arthur Norman Sweedle …  

 If this fails enter in fuller detail but leaving out the Surname 

 If you cannot find a particular member of a family in the census 

then look for other members. (Wife, Children, Father or Mother) 

 Choose the family members with unusual forenames. 

 Alternatively look for the youngest child. It should a at home with 

its parents. 

 

Researching at record offices, Libraries etc. 
 If possible search their catalogues online before you set out. 

 Write down what you want to find and the details from your 

research. 

 Take lots of things to research. 

 Take with you a pad of paper, pencils, camera, batteries, a family 

tree etc. 

 Find out what the local rules are and what identification is needed 

before you go. 

 Write down exactly what you are searching for, what the source is 

and the years searched even if you find nothing. 
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 At the top of every sheet of paper write down the source, where 

you are researching and the date. 

 Also number each sheet of paper. 

 Transfer your rough notes into fair copies and file them away as 

soon as possible. 

 

Sources 
 You should always record what your source is, where it is kept and 

exactly what it says.  

 Even if the spelling is wrong write down exactly what is 

written. 

 This enables you go back and check your facts but also allows 

others to follow the same tracks as you. 

 

What are ‘Sources’, ‘Citations’ and ‘Repositories’? 
 Repository 

 Record Office 

 Library 

 Could be a bookshelf at home 

 Or indeed Aunty Alice 

  

 Yes, where Information is held 

 You have found a birth on Lancashire BMD and you order and 

received a certificate from Registry Office at Bow Lane. 

 What to you record as the repository? LancashireBMD? Registry 

Office? Your Home? 

 For each repository write down 

 The name of the repository 

 The address 

 The telephone number 

 The email and website 
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 Source 

 The source could be a 

 document,  

 book,  

 Certificate, 

 Audio recording, 

 Photograph 

 A person 

 Etc. 

 

 The source description might include 

 A title 

 Author 

 Source type – Book, Certificate, Fiche, Film, Verbal etc. 

 Publisher 

 IBSN number 

 Years covered 

 The Repository 
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 Citation 

 The Citation Might include 

 The Source 

 The date – this is the date on which the information was 
gained. 

 The date of the interview 

 The date you received your certificate 

 The date you copied the information from the 
newspaper film at the library 

 The relevant text 

 A complete transcription of the relevant text. 

 Page number 

 Line number 

 Evidence Assessment 

 Unreliable 

 Questionable 

 Secondary evidence 

 Primary evidence 

 Etc. 

 

Lancashire Family History & Heraldry Society 

Chorley Research Centre at Astley Hall Farmhouse 

Opening times 
First & Third Saturdays Noon—4:00pm 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10:00am—4:00pm 

Last appointment 3:00pm 

Booking advisable—Tel. 01257 231 600 (When centre is open),  Tel 01257 262 028 (When centre is 
closed) 

or  
Book on line at - Chorley Family History Research Centre Website – www.cfhrc.com 

 
Research Enquires - chorleyresearch@lffhs.org.uk 

 
Chorley Branch Website - www.lfhhschorleybranch.com 

 
LFHHS 

President – Steve Williams 
Society Website – www.lfhhs.org.uk 

Reg. Charity Number - 513437 
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