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Civil Registration 

 Remember – we can only look at the indexes in England and Wales 

 Where can you look at these indexes? 

 In the comfort of your own home on the internet or the  

 Research Centre at Astley Hall Farmhouse or  

 On Fiche at the LDS or Harris Library at Preston or at 

 Your local library 

 

On the web 

 There are many websites where we can access these indexes 

 If you’re not happy using a computer, you can book a film/fiche reader at 
Manchester Central Library, where the indexes are on microfilm and microfiche 

 

Which index? 

You have a choice of two indexes. 

1 - The old Indexes started in Victorian times, which have many errors and 
missing data and are difficult to read and interpret. 

OR 

2 - New computer based indexes that are derived from the indexes and 

certificates that are held by the local registrar. They are easier to use with less 
errors BUT as yet are far from complete in their coverage. 

 We would recommend that you start with the new indexes. 

 If you cannot find the people you’re looking for in them, and then move onto the old 

indexes.  

 

Lancashire BMD 

This is an example of the second type of new index. It covers 

 Births 

 Marriages 

 Deaths  

 Not a complete index as yet. It is free to use and can be found at - 

www.lancashirebmd.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lancashirebmd.org.uk/
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Lancashire BMD – Births 
www.lancashirebmd.org.uk 

 

This is an example of the newer type of index. It covers 

 Births 

 Marriages 

 Deaths 

 Not a complete index as yet. It is free to use and can be found at - 

www.lancashirebmd.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

http://www.lancashirebmd.org.uk/
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Lancashire BMD – Marriages 
www.lancashirebmd.org.uk 

 

   

 

   

 

http://www.lancashirebmd.org.uk/
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Lancashire BMD - Deaths 
www.lancashirebmd.org.uk 

 

   

 

http://www.lancashirebmd.org.uk/
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UK BMD 
www.ukbmd.org.uk 

 

 This is all very good if you are researching families in Lancashire! 

 What if you are looking for people from other counties? 

 Use UKBMD at www.ukbmd.org.uk  

 

 

 

http://www.ukbmd.org.uk/
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UKBMD 
 County & other BMD’s available are 

 Bath, Berkshire, Cheshire, Cumbria, Lancashire, North Wales, 
Shropshire, Staffordshire, West Midlands, Wiltshire and Yorkshire exist 

under the UKBMD banner but many others exist like Caerphilly, 
Cambridgeshire, Darlington, Durham, Gateshead, Gloucestershire and 

the Isle of Wight. 

 

The Older Index 
 This was often known as St. Catherine’s Index. 

 These days it is more properly known as the Civil Registration Index  

 It can be found at many pay to view sites such as 

 www.ancestry.co.uk  

 www.findmypast.com  

 www.bmdindex.co.uk  

 www.thegenealogist.co.uk  

 Etc.  

 

One free index exists and it is nearly complete. It is at – 

 www.freebmd.org.uk  

 

Some gaps in coverage start to appear in  

births after 1979, 

marriages after 1979 and 

deaths after 1980 

 

Some indexes on pay to view sites are free at – 

 LFHHS Chorley Research Centre at Astley Farmhouse 

 and 

 at most Libraries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.findmypast.com/
http://www.bmdindex.co.uk/
http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/
http://www.freebmd.org.uk/
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Free BMD - Births 
www.freebmd.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.freebmd.org.uk/
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 To order a certificate go to 

 www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates  
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Free BMD - Marriages 
www.freebmd.org.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.freebmd.org.uk/
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Free BMD - Deaths 
These are handled in the same way as Births. 

 

The new GRO indexes 
 https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/Login.asp 

 This gives access to a free index but the site also allows you to purchase a 

copy certificate. 

 Births are limited 1837 to 1917 but do have the mother’s maiden names for 
all of these years. 

 Deaths are limited to 1837 to 1957 but do have the age at death. 

 

Login 
(It is a requirement that you ‘Log In’.  

The only things they ask for is an email and a password. The site is free.) 

 

 

https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/Login.asp


President Stephen Williams                                 Web-Site: www.lfhhs.org.uk                                   Reg. Charity No. 513437 

 

Select -Search the GRO Indexes 

 
 

Select –Birth or Death – No 
Marriages (As yet!) 
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Fill in the boxes 

 
Here are some things you might get wrong. 

1. Middle names go in a separate box. 
2. You have to select a Gender. If you are searching a range of years for the children of 

a couple, then you have to do the search twice. Once for each sex. 
3. The registration year can be selected as the year +/- 2 years. If you are searching a 

range of years you will find it easier to set the most recent year +/-2 and then work 

backwards. For example if you are searching for all the children born to a couple and 
you they must have all been born between 1852 and 1874 then 

a. Enter the child’s surname (no forenames) and the mother’s maiden surname.  
b. Set the gender to male. 
c. Start the search with the date set to 1875 +/-2. 

d. Note the results and then reset the year back by 5 years (1870) and repeat 
until you get back to in this case to 1850. 

4. Reset the date back to 1875 and change the gender to female and then repeat it all 
again. 

5. It is cumbersome but it can be done quickly. 
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The results appear below 
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Here is the death of Thomas 
Whalley 

 
 



President Stephen Williams                                 Web-Site: www.lfhhs.org.uk                                   Reg. Charity No. 513437 

 

Ancestry BMD - Births 
www.ancestry.co.uk 

 

   

 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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Ancestry BMD - Marriages 
www.ancestry.co.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
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 To order a certificate go to 

 www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates using the GRO 
reference(e.g. Vol. 9d Page 256) 

 Ordering on line is the easiest way but you will have to 
login. 

 

Buying from the Registration Centre 

 Always send a stamped addressed envelope with your certificate application 

 Give as many details as you have proved to help identification of the right 
person so that you won’t get the wrong certificate 

 If you order more than one certificate, send a separate cheque for every 

certificate you order If staff can’t find one of the certificates they will return 
the cheque. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates
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Civil Registration Around the World (Wikipedia) 

Europe 

France 

France was the first country to create a national Civil Registration. They began this 
practice in 1792 during the French Revolution by order of the French Republic. 

These records have been continued through the present and are kept at the 
departmental archives. The Civil Registration includes birth, marriage, divorce, and 

death records. 

Iceland 

Main article: Registers Iceland 

Netherlands 

In the Netherlands, maintaining the civil registry (Gemeentelijke basisadministratie) 

is the duty of the municipalities (since 15-05-2015 obsolete; the new 
"Basisregistratie personen" (cf. Staatcourant 35954) takes its place). 

Before the French Rule, the Netherlands did not have a central registration of its 

population, which was introduced in some parts of the country in 1796 by the 

French. In 1811, this registration was introduced throughout the country. The 
Dutch differentiate between the Gemeentelijke basisadministratie, an ongoing 

database of citizens' information, and the Burgerlijke Stand, which is a collection 
(at the municipal level) of documents evidencing certain events taking place in a 

given municipality, such as birth, marriage, civil union, and death.[6] 

Beginning on 1 January 1850, municipalities were obliged to keep citizen's records 
in book form. Early in the twentieth century this system was replaced by a card 

system that registered families. The move toward individual registration took place 
in 1939 with the introduction of the persoonskaart, a single card registering a single 

individual, kept in the municipality. Information gathered on this card included 

family name, first names, gender, position within the family, date and place of 
birth, marital status, address, and church affiliation, besides information on when a 

person entered and left a municipality.[6] 

In 1940, the Dutch government did not want to mandate citizen's identification, but 
during World War II the German occupying government mandated it so they could 

assess who was to be sent to Germany as forced labor and to select Jewish citizens 
from the general population. When the war was over, mandatory identification was 

done away with.[6] 

In the 1990s all local registries were automated, and starting on 1 October 1994 

the individual registration card was replaced with a digital list containing a person's 
information as collected by the Gemeentelijke basisadministratie van 

persoonsgegevens, kept and maintained at the municipal level. Municipalities 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Registers_Iceland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Netherlands#Revolution.2C_Republic_and_French_rule
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_registration#cite_note-seegers-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_registration#cite_note-seegers-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_registration#cite_note-seegers-6
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exchange information through a closed network at the end of each day to a 
nationwide database, which can be consulted by officials online. Though it was 

generally considered "un-Dutch," on 1 January 2005 mandatory identification was 
reintroduced for everyone over 14; official identification is to be presented for all 

important transactions between citizens and government. 

Romania 

Civil registries were introduced in 1806-1812 during the Russian occupation, and 
they followed the Tsarist model of keeping them with church records.[7] By the 

"Communal Law" (Legea comunală) of 31 March 1864 subsequent record keeping 
became the responsibility of the mayor in each dwelling, who was allowed to 

delegate it to one of his helpers.[8] An effort by the state to gather the ancient 
historical records happened around 1926-1932 but in some cases as late as 1948-

1952; a good number of these early records were lost in this process, sometimes 
literally by the truckload.[9] 

Sweden 

Main article: Population registration in Sweden 

In Sweden, the civil registry is maintained by the Swedish Tax Agency 
(Skatteverket); up into the 1990s the Church of Sweden was responsible. 

Recording of births and deaths was stipulated in the early 17th century, formal 
national censuses have been made since the mid-18th century, and Sweden has 

one of the longest and most comprehensive suites of civil records of any country. 

United Kingdom 

In the United Kingdom, maintaining the civil registry is the duty of the General 
Register Office. 

The mandatory civil registration of births, marriages, and deaths in England and 

Wales was introduced on 1 July 1837.[10] Initially the onus lay on registrars to 
discover and record events, so parents only had to supply information if and when 

asked.[10] In 1875 the Births & Deaths Act 1874 came into force, whereby those 
present at a birth or death were required to report the event.[10] Subsequent 

legislation introduced similar systems in Ireland (all of which was then part of the 
United Kingdom) on 1 April 1845 for Protestant marriages and on 1 January 1864 

for all birth, marriage and death events.[10] Civil registration was introduced in 

Scotland on 1 January 1855.[10] 

The administration of individual registration districts is the responsibility of 
registrars in the relevant local authority. There is also a national body for each 

jurisdiction. The local offices are generally responsible both for maintaining the 
original registers and for providing copies to the national body for central retention. 

A superintendent registrar facilitates the legal preliminaries to marriage, conducts 
civil marriage ceremonies and retains in his/her custody all completed birth, death 

and marriage registers for the district. The office of the superintendent registrar is 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_registration#cite_note-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_registration#cite_note-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_registration#cite_note-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_registration_in_Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swedish_Tax_Agency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Sweden
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Census
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Register_Office
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Register_Office
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marriage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England_and_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England_and_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_registration#cite_note-Herber-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_registration#cite_note-Herber-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_registration#cite_note-Herber-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_registration#cite_note-Herber-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_registration#cite_note-Herber-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Registration_district
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_authority
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jurisdiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superintendent_registrar
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the district Register office, often referred to (informally) in the media as the 
"Registry office".[11] 

Today, both officers may also conduct statutory civil partnership preliminaries and 

ceremonies, citizenship ceremonies and other non statutory ceremonies such as 
naming or renewal of vows. Certified copies of the entries made by the registrars 

over the years are issued on a daily basis either for genealogical research or for 
modern legal purposes such as supporting passport applications or ensuring 

eligibility for the appropriate junior sports leagues. 

On 1 December 2007 Registrars and Superintendent Registrars became employees 

of their local authority for the first time following the enactment of the Statistics 
and Registration Service Act 2007. 

England and Wales 

Births in England and Wales must be registered within 42 days, whilst deaths must 

be registered within 5 days unless an inquest is called or a post mortem is held. 

Marriages are registered at the time of the ceremony by either (1) the officiating 
minister of the Church of England or the Church in Wales, (2) an Authorised Person 

at a Registered Building, religious, or (3) a registrar at a Register Office, Registered 
Building or Approved Premise. 

The official registers are not directly accessible by the general public. Instead, 
indexes are made available which can be used to find the relevant register entry 

and then request a certified copy of the details. 

The General Register Office—now merged into the Office for National Statistics—has 
overall responsibility for registration administration. 

Scotland 

Civil registration came into force in Scotland on 1 January 1855. A significant 

difference from the English system is the greater detail required for a registration. 
This means that if a certified copy of an entry is requested, it will contain much 

more information. 

The General Register Office for Scotland has overall responsibility for registration 

administration and drafting legislative changes in this area (as well as census data). 
They are governed by the Registration of Births, Deaths and Marriages (Scotland) 

Act 1965 and subsequent legislation (responsibility for which has now been 
devolved to the Scottish Parliament). 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Register_office
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_registration#cite_note-11
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North America 

Mexico 

In Mexico, vital records (birth, death and marriage certificates) are registered in 

Registro Civil, as called in Spanish. Each state has its own registration form. Until 
the 1960s, birth certificates were written by hand, in a styled-cursive calligraphy 

(almost unreadable for the new generations) and typically issued on security paper. 
After the 1960s, they were issued typed by machine. 

Currently all copies (from people born before and after the 1960s) are standardized 

in brown-security paper and are typed automatically by a computer and the CURP, 
(control identification number in Mexico) and the specific dates of issuing are 

already issued. 

United States 

In the United States, vital records such as birth certificates, death certificates, and 
frequently marriage certificates are maintained by the Office of Vital Statistics or 

Office of Vital Records in each individual state. Other documents such as deeds, 
mortgage documents, name change documents, and divorce records, as well as 

marriage certificates for those states not centralizing these records, are maintained 

by the Clerk of Court of each individual county. However, the term 'civil registry' is 
not used. 

Oceania 

Australia 

In Australia civil registrations are carried out and maintained by state 
administrations. Tasmania began registrations in 1838, South Australia and 

Western Australia both in 1842, Victoria in 1854,[12] Queensland and New South 
Wales in 1856,[13] Northern Territory in 1870 and Australian Capital Territory in 

1911. Because early civil registration often involved the churches, it is sometimes 
difficult to distinguish whether early records are civil or church records. From 1856 

civil registration was carried out by government employees and was independent of 
the church. The information recorded in records varies from state to state. South 

Australia call the appropriate central registry Principal Registrar of Births, Deaths 

and Marriages and in Victoria it is the Government Statist Registry of Births, Deaths 
and Marriages. The other states call the registry the Office of the Registrar General 

of Births, Deaths and Marriages. 
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Lancashire Family History & Heraldry Society 

Chorley Research Centre at Astley Hall Farmhouse 

Opening times 
2nd & 3rd Saturdays in the month Noon—4:00pm 
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10:00am—4:00pm 

Last appointment 3:00pm 

Booking advisable—Tel. 01257 231 600 (Answer phone when centre is closed) 
Research Enquires - chorleyresaerch@lffhs.org.uk 

Website—www.lfhhschorleybranch.com 
 

LFHHS 
President – Steve Williams 

Society Website – www.lfhhs.org.uk 
Reg. Charity Number - 513437 
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