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Next Steps in Family History 

Welcome to the wonderful world of Maps 
 

 

Maps 

 There are many kinds of maps – tithe & estate maps, Saxton’s & 

Speed’s maps, house plans, Church plans, Geological maps, etc., 
etc. 

 But here we will just look at how they can help your families story  
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You had to pay to get your Hall on the map 

 



President Steve Williams                                     Web-Site: www.lfhhs.org.uk                                   Reg. Charity No. 513437 

 

 

Maps 

 Can show where ancestors lived and worked 

 Lines of communication 

 Hills & dales 

 Neighbouring areas 

 Industries 

 Build up of urban areas 

 Enumeration maps 

 

Where can we find them? 

 Libraries 
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 Record Offices 

 Websites 

 CD ROMs 

 Chris Makepeace 

 Book shops 

 

Scale – A ¼” to the mile map is useful to track migration of Families 

 

 

 

Scale – A 60” to the Mile map like this is good for showing individual 

buildings. It even shows lamp posts 
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Maps 

Maps helped to solve a census riddle.  

 

First in the 1881 census the Jackson family were at Cranbury Farm  
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In 1891 they have moved to the next farm, Boggarts Farm 



President Steve Williams                                     Web-Site: www.lfhhs.org.uk                                   Reg. Charity No. 513437 

 

 

 

In 1901 both Boggarts and Cranbury Farms are missing. (We later 
discovered that the Jackson family had moved by this time.) 
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A modern map didn’t help. Four of the farms on the censuses were 
there, Fair Banks, Sunny Bank, Carr Bank and Scar Foot but not 
Cranbury and Boggarts. 
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One problem was solved by looking at an older map. Cranbury had 
been demolished. A rectangle can be seen on the modern map where 
Cranbury had been. 
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An even earlier map showed that Sunny Bank and Boggart Farms were 
the same. The name had changed. 
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Old maps - www.old-maps.co.uk  

 Free to view on line but the resolution is not good and if you zoom 
in only a small portion of the map is visible. 

 Still worth while looking at 

 Available in 2 scales 1:2500 and 1:10560. 

 Enhanced zoom has to be paid for 

 Available for a good range of years. 
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For Lancashire maps 

 Lancashire Archives 

 www.lancashire.gov.uk/archives 

 They have online 

 Mario Maps 

 Lancashire - Full County Maps 

 OS 6 inch large area maps 

 OS 6 inch small area maps 

 OS 25 inch town maps 

 OS 1 inch colour maps 

 Other maps 
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Alan Godfrey Maps  

 These are a set of very useful but reduced scale maps 

 The maps are good but they often have other very useful historical 
information on the back. This includes 

 Directories 

 Historical Notes 
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An example of what can be seen in maps.  

 My ancestor Thomas Willis was living near Tipton in 1868 when his 
son Thomas was born. Yet when their next but one child, Selina 
was born in 1877 they were living in Darlington, some two 
hundred miles away. 

 From the Census we know that Thomas was a puddler. This was a 

skilled and dangerous process in which molten iron was stirred to 
remove the carbon and produce wrought iron. However the need 
for wrought iron was reducing because the Bessemer Process 

(1857) could produce the more useful steel. 

 Look at the Tipton Map 

 

 

  Tipton was a Coal Mining, Iron and Brick producing area. The map 
dated 1902 shows an area that well supplied with Canals, Railways 
and Roads with clusters of habitation surrounded by devastation. 
The coal has mostly run out. Iron is in decline but brickworks are 
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still going strong. 

 Most industries are still clustered about the canals. Suggesting 
that these have been there for quite some time. 

 The older houses are very small and share washing and toilet 
facilities 

  

 

 

 The area is not well supplied with churches or schools. 

 Nor does it have recreational facilities other than the occasional 
pub. 
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 Compare this with where they moved to – 22 Thompson Street 
East, Cockerton, Darlington 

 Cockerton is a Village and agricultural district to the north west of 
Darlington 
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 A little searching and I find Thompson Street East to be in 

Harrowgate Hill to the north of Darlington but still in the Parish of 
Cockerton. 
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  Darlington was famous for its railway works. On the map you can 
see a locomotive works and steel rolling mills. These are new and 
modern. 

 The house they moved to was on Thompson Street East with fields 
all around. It had at toilet at the bottom of the yard. 

 Soon however they moved and in 1891 they were at Honeypot 
Lane in a house with a long back garden and inside toilet facilities. 

 

 

 

 The area was well supplied with churches and schools. 

  Other amenities included a cricket ground, a park / recreation 
ground, allotments, a reading room and some pubs within walking 
distance. 

 They moved here because other members of the family came first. 

Also because of the declining industries at Tipton. Plus an 
expanding industries in Darlington.  

 But also to be taken into consideration is the improvement in the 
surroundings, housing and the facilities. It did not stay that way, 
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those views over fields were lost as more houses were built but at 
the time it must have seemed like heaven. 

 

Using Maps and Directories to spot the exact house. 

 

The Chapman branch of the family moved from a rural farming 
community to Darlington. 

In 1896 John Chapman’s family lived at 42 North Road, Darlington. 
John ran his joinery business from there and Sarah Ann is daughter ran 

her confectionary business from there also. 
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 Find the Church, the Vicarage, and the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel 
and count 11 properties along. 

 

 

 

And the house, were John and Sara Ann Chapman lived, still exists! 
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 Maps help to  

 fill in the background 

 find the places where they lived 
 make guesses as to why the moved 
 explain why they did the jobs they did 
 show living conditions 
 Understand the changes that took place in your families lives 

 All of this helps to turn your relatives into real 
understandable people. 

 

 

Surname Atlas 
 www.archersoftware.co.uk/satlas01.htm 

 Can be purchased from Archer Software for £15 

http://www.archersoftware.co.uk/satlas01.htm
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 Surname Atlas uses data from the 1881 census to discover where 

everyone in 1881 was recorded as living and plots that information 
on a map. 

 This information can then be used to make various deductions. 

 In this case the vast majority of Worsnop's lived in the Bradford 
area. 

 This would suggest that the name originated in that area. 
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 This is not the case with all surnames 

 The Wilson surname is spread much more widely and cannot be 

pinned down to one locality 
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  The surname Helme is represented in the north west of England 
but there is a slight suggestion of a second place of origin at 
Driffield. Tracing the family back may prove or disprove this. 
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  Most Shackleton's lived on a line between Goole and Lancashire 
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  From a county based search Pinkett’s also seemed to have two 

points of origin but by looking at Poor Law Union based maps 
showing the number of Pinkett’s per 100,000 then all Pinkett’s 

come from one Poor Law Union and could well have one origin. 
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President Steve Williams                                     Web-Site: www.lfhhs.org.uk                                   Reg. Charity No. 513437 

 

 These maps are based upon Surname Atlas which is obtainable 
from 

 www.archersoftware.co.uk/satlas01.htm  

 Can be purchased from Archer Software for £15 

 
 

Good luck. 
Get searching. 

 

 

Lancashire Family History & Heraldry Society 

Chorley Research Centre at Astley Hall Farmhouse 

Opening times 
First & Third Saturdays Noon—4:00pm 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10:00am—4:00pm 

Last appointment 3:00pm 

Booking advisable—Tel. 01257 231 600 (When centre is open),  Tel 01257 262 028 (When centre is 

closed) 
or  

Book on line at - Chorley Family History Research Centre Website – www.cfhrc.com 

 
Research Enquires - chorleyresearch@lffhs.org.uk 

 
Chorley Branch Website - www.lfhhschorleybranch.com 

 

LFHHS 
President – Steve Williams 

Society Website – www.lfhhs.org.uk 
Reg. Charity Number - 513437 
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