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Reconstitution Techniques 

What is reconstitution and what is it for? 

 Reconstitution helps in overcoming those brick walls. 
 Find that ancestral missing link 
 But it also helps to fill in the life and background of your ancestors. 

 It does this by rebuilding entire families if not communities. 
 FAN research is part of reconstitution. 

Irish Ancestor (An example) 

 Find your Ancestor in every census 
o They might have left a clue 

 Do the same for his wife if she was born in Ireland 
 Do the same for any of his children born In Ireland 

o Even after when their parents are dead 
 For all of these people check wills 

o They might bequeathed to Aunty Mary in Ballylennon 
 Also obituaries 
 Other newspaper reports 

o Especially if your become or did something important 
 Check military records 

 Do the same for brothers and sisters and other relatives 
 Look and see if any of them went back to Ireland 
 Find everybody of the same surname that lived in the same town as your ancestor 

who declares that they come from Ireland and do all the same searches for them 
and their families. 

o Families often moved together or moved where other relatives lived 
 And if that fails look for anyone from your ancestor’s settled town who declares that 

they come from Ireland and do all the same searches for them and their families. 

o The same applies to friends and neighbours 

Next example 

A fictional example 
 
John Hind was born about 1781 in Anytown. 

We want to find his parents. 
Unfortunately - 
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Three William Hind’s were born in Anytown about that time. 
 
This problem can occur at any time or place in history. 

 
But there is a Genealogical Sods Law that there is a glut of them between 1750 and 

1850, just as we have a change from Church Records to Civil Records.  

 

… Why is that???? … 
 

Fashion 

 
In the times before 1750 the Puritans gave us names like Faith, Hope and Charity. 
1830 onwards middle names became fashionable, but in this period people restricted 

themselves to a much reduced range of names.  
John, Mary, William, Ann, Thomas, Elizabeth and the like. 
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… So what do we do to find which is the correct 

William???? … 
 

First find the names of the parents. 
 

Then the children of your William. 

 

 

… How does this help???? … 
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TIP Keep an eye out for mixed up families 

… How do we check? ,,, 

Look for the other children? 

 

First note that you would not find the children for the John & Mary’s neatly separated 
into two families like this.  

They would be mixed together and difficult to separate. 

I show it like this to illustrate a point. 

… What can you read into this???? … 

Two things 

First - Alice Hind and Harry Hind birth dates are too close together, suggesting two 
families. 
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TIP - Check for children born too close together. 

Second - A 33 year gap between Thomas and Robert being born is too much again 
suggesting two families. 

TIP – Check for child bearing range normal max 25 
years, absolute max 30 years 

This would indicate two separate women. I could be the same man! 

As I said the children would be found to be all mixed together. 

So finding that two John / Mary families exist does not mean that the two Williams 

were not born to the same parents. 

E.g. 
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… How do you prove it???? … 

Tip - Kill the children off! 

In fact kill everybody! 

And while we are at it get some marriages! 

 

… Did that help???? … 

Well the first William appears to have died. 

The death register entry said 
16th April 1779  William son of John Hind and his wife Mary. 
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… Can you spot anything else???? … 

The first John Hind that married Mary Bowers died before any of the Williams were 
born.  

Fortunately the Dade death register read 

23rd March 1776 John Hind, son of Arthur Hind. Husband of Mary formerly Bowers, 
buried at Anytown. Aged 38 

So that rules out one tree 

(In theory Mary Bowers could have continued having children illegitimately after 
John’s death by someone else!) 
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… What now???? … 

Well this could be the death of either of the first two Williams, but if it subsequently 
turned out to be the first pair then the two Williams must be different. 

So the problem is now like this.  

 

(I have missed off the children who died in infancy) 

… What do we do next???? … 

Tip - Extend the trees 

Add cousins. 
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All three trees would have to be extended but I have reduced it to just show how a 
solution was obtained 

The trees were extended down many generations and the solution was found in the 
1871 census 
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This census shows William Jenkinson and his family but staying with them is cousin 
(sic) Isabella Commish 10 years old 

The link is not with the John / Mary but with the Henry / Ann 
But I have two wives for William HIND. 

… Can this be true???? … 

Well Yes in this case 
The tree now becomes – 

 

Note that William married twice and had two families. 

The link was 90 years apart. 
This story is a mix of fiction and fact. 
None of these people really existed except those on the census, but that 90 year 

cousin link really did exist. 
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And now for another tale. 

Now for another completely true story from my own family 
I don’t know who my Grandad’s (Charles Thornton) parents are. 

I asked mum about what she knew and this tree summarises it. 
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This is as mum told it. 

And this is it in tree form 
She was not certain about quite a few bits but her story was backed up by two 

documents and three photographs. 

 

Grandad’s marriage certificate. (Scottish) 

Clearly Grandad’s parents were 
Charles Thornton – Sergeant in the Army (deceased) 

And 
Elizabeth Beattie (deceased) 
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Grandad’s Riyal Naval Service sheet, 
And clearly his birth date is 17 November 1893 and 
Birth place Saskatchewan, Canada 
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Photo of Great Great Grandad. 
The one that fought in the Heavy Brigade 

 

His Wife and four daughters. 
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A photograph of my Grandad as a boy and cousin Grace. 
How Grace was related was unknown 
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Here is the tree according to the information that Mum gave me combine with the 
information from the Marriage Certificate and the Service Record. 

The Grace in the Photo is not the same Grace who was the camp follower. 

… So where should I go from here???? … 

I could not find Great Grandad or his wife's marriage, birth or death in Canada or in 

Ireland or in England or in Army records 
The birth records for Saskatchewan do not start until 1895 – Grandad was born in 
1893 

Army bmd registration records have no indication of a birth or marriage 
No news reports of any major forest fires at the right time. 

I did find a Charles coming from the USA of approximately the correct age (2) at 
approximately the right time (1893) but traveling with his parents Charles and Lydia 

plus a sister Hilda. 
Could this be them? 

 

But he is with his parents and a sister on board the Umbria! 
Not in the Army but a Painter 

Perhaps mum has been wrong? 
But I then found them again in 1897 
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This time on the Majestic with another child! 

At first looks he did it again 1898 but 
 

 
 

But this time the young Charles (8) is with a George / Charles (36) and Mrs (?) (35) 

Is this the same Charles? 
No relationships are shown 

 



President Steve Williams                                     Web-Site: www.lfhhs.org.uk                                   Reg. Charity No. 513437 

 

 
 

This idea was knocked on the head when I found them in Everton in 1901 

Ok they are in Liverpool but the age is wrong and as we see later there are other 
problems. 

The child in 1898 is also the wrong age but? 
 

Back to mums tree. 

I tried to research his grand parents. 

First I must say that this was a long time ago when we only had the 1881 census on 
fiche. 
I could not find a Charles Thornton of the right age living in Liverpool. 

But I did find this Family 
 

 
But they were living in Devonport. 
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Great Grandad Charles would have only been 11 in 1881 

Great Great Grandad Charles was in the Army but was probably too young to have 
served at Sebastopol (1854) 

 

… What do you think? Is this them? … 
 

Perhaps it was another generation back 
Great Great Grandma was from Canada 
Elizabeth was born in Canada! 

Alfred Paul was born in Malta! 
Elizabeth and Lillian matched the story and Alfred Paul was a Teacher 

Great Great Grandma could still old enough to have had some more children and 
some might have already left home. 
This looked a good fit. 

 

 
 

However, a problem cropped up. We consulted a Crimean expert and he told us that 
no Charles Thornton fought with the Light or Heavy brigades.  
 

The only Thornton he could find was a John in the Heavy Brigade. 
Another problem was that conflicted with what I was told - Grandad stayed with is 

grandparents in Liverpool. 
This family were still in Devonport in 1901. 
My mum lived in Liverpool and knew these people! 

 
I went back to search Liverpool! 
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I found this family in 1881. 
Great Grandad Charles not there! 

All the Children born in Ireland but dad was a Yorkshire man, and Mum was born in 
Bermuda! 
The names Elizabeth and Mary fitted. 

 
 
John Thornton is 72 and living on own means 

Mary and Isabella are Teachers. 
 

But where is my Grandad? He should be living with them. 
 

… What have I done wrong? … 

 

TIP Always look on the next sheet. 
 

 
 
There he is aged 5 

Yippee!! 
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Where was he born? 

Birmingham, Warwickshire? 
Ugh! 

 
I have purchased every birth certificate for a Charles Thornton in and around 
Birmingham in about 1893 bar one. (2) 

And none fit. I was able to show that the other one was not mine either. 
 

… So where do we go from here? … 

 

TIP - Fill in the detail. 
 

 
 

The big surprise was that GGGranddad married Elizabeth Beatty! 

 
If this is not the family then it is one hell of a coincidence! 

 
Could mum and Granddad have got it wrong? 
Were his parents Charles and Elizabeth Beattie? 

Could these parents and the Canadian forest fire be a fiction? 
 

Illegitimacy? 
 

Calm down let’s look at all the children 
 
One child died in infancy. 

Four got married. 
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Ada Elizabeth was already married before Grandad was born 

John is possible why did is new wife take on the child? 
Could be Mary Jane? 

Emily would have been 20 when Charles was born. 
Richard would have been 18. 
Isabella would have been 16 

Edith Agnes would have been 12 too young I think 
Two became teachers and did not marry. 

And one I have lost sight of. 
 
Four daughters in the photo and five on the tree and 14 years between the first and 

the last. 
 

 

Tip – Vary your approach to a problem 
       Closely look at all evidence 

 

 
 

10 years between the first and the fourth daughters. 
10 years between 2nd and 5th. 

 

… What do you think? … 

 

… How old is each one? … 

 

… How old is Great Great Grandma? … 
 

She was 81 when she died in 1921. 

My guess 
Photo taken in 1906 

Elizabeth Beatty 65 
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Ada Elizabeth 39 

Mary Jane 35 
Emily 33 

Isabella 29 
Edith Agnes 25 
I cannot find Edith Agnes after 1901. Is she the ‘Camp Follower’? 

 

… Where do we go from here? … 
 

Look for cousins. 
 

Tip – Expand the tree 

 
Now we can be fairly certain that this is the correct family. 

A cousin Grace!!! 
Looks to be the correct date of birth! 
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… How old are they? … 
 

Charles born in 1893 and Grace 1902 
9 years between them 

Grace 2, Charles 11? 
Or 
Grace 3, Charles 12? 
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Here she is with her Grandma in 1911 
8 Years old. 

 

… Why is she with Grandma? … 
 

 
Mum has died! 

 
What about Majory? 
 

She is with her mums sister Sarah. 
 

So we have found a probable link between my Granddad and this family. 
Where was Granddad in 1911 – He had Joined up and was at Devonport! 
 

Do we stop here? 
 

No! 
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This is another set of cousins. 

Here is the 1901 census. 

 
 
 

Here we have James McClelland and Ada Elizabeth Thornton and two boys. 

 
As I have said before look at the next page 
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CHARLES W THORNTON!! 
 
Brother in Law born in Ireland. 

Pensioner – Presumably injured in the Army. 
 

He’s come back from the dead!!! 
 
Well that’s all Folks! 

 

Keep looking! 
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Lancashire Family History & Heraldry Society 

Chorley Research Centre at Astley Hall Farmhouse 

Opening times 
First & Third Saturdays Noon—4:00pm 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10:00am—4:00pm 

Last appointment 3:00pm 

Booking advisable—Tel. 01257 231 600 (When centre is open),   
Tel 01257 262 028 (When centre is closed) 

Or  
Book in line at - Chorley Family History Research Centre Website – www.cfhrc.com 

 
Research Enquires - chorleyresearch@lffhs.org.uk 

 
Chorley Branch Website - www.lfhhschorleybranch.com 

 
LFHHS 

President – Steve Williams 
Society Website – www.lfhhs.org.uk 

Reg. Charity Number - 513437 
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